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WELCOME

W E L C O M E

Message from the AAPD President
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Dear Esteemed Delegates, Colleagues, and Honoured Guests,

On behalf of the Asian Academy of Preventive Dentistry (AAPD) and the Organising Committee, it is my
distinct honour to welcome you to the 18ᵗʰ International Conference of the Asian Academy of Preventive
Dentistry (18ᵗʰ ICAAPD), held from 30ᵗʰ September to 2ⁿᵈ October 2026.

Sixteen years after Malaysia hosted the 9ᵗʰ ICAAPD in 2010, we are thrilled to welcome our regional and
global dental community back to Malaysian shores. Guided by our central theme, “Empowering
Communities Through Preventive Dentistry,” this conference serves as a premier platform to share
cutting-edge science, foster regional collaboration, and address pressing oral health challenges across Asia.

Our scientific programme offers a comprehensive schedule of pre-conference workshops, plenary lectures,
high-level panel discussions, and symposia organised into key core domains of Clinical Innovations &
Regenerative Care, Digital Dentistry & Contemporary Risk Landscapes, Public Health, Policy & Universal
Coverage and Lifespan Preventive Strategies.

Beyond our scientific schedule, we invite you to join us for our Gala Dinner and
Cultural Performance on 1ˢᵗ October 2026, an evening dedicated to celebrating
international fellowship and experiencing Malaysia’s rich cultural heritage.

Set at the stunning Hilton Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, our venue offers world-
class facilities in the heart of the city. Its prime location provides
convenient access to local attractions and serves as an ideal gateway to
explore the breathtaking natural wonders of Sabah, Malaysian Borneo.

I extend my sincere appreciation to the Malaysian Association of
Dental Public Health Specialists (MADPHS), the Ministry of Health,
the Ministry of Defence, Ministry of Higher Education, key
government agencies, our academic collaborators, and industry
partners for their collective support. Most of all, thank you for
joining us on this impactful journey.

May your time at 18ᵗʰ ICAAPD be enriching, collaborative,
and memorable.

Warmest regards,

Professor Dr. Rahimah Abdul Kadir
President Asian Academy of Preventive Dentistry (AAPD) 2025-2027
Chairperson, Organising Committee, 18ᵗʰ ICAAPD
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WELCOME

P O S T E R

AAPD 2026 Conference Poster 
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E X E C U T I V E  C O M M I T T E E

E X E C U T I V E  C O M M I T T E E  O F F I C E R S

AAPD Executive Committee
Officers 2026/2027 
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Hilton Kota Kinabalu · Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia

D E L E G A T E  I N F O R M A T I O N

D E L E G A T E  G U I D E

Conference at a Glance

3 0  S E P T E M B E R  ·  W E D N E S D A Y

Pre-conference
Four workshops, AAPD Board of Executives
Meeting, oral presentations, and invitation-only
welcome reception.

1  O C T O B E R  ·  T H U R S D A Y

Main conference · Day 1
Plenary 1, AAPD Distinguished Forum, opening
ceremony, keynote speech, Symposia 1–2, oral
and poster presentations, and gala dinner.

2  O C T O B E R  ·  F R I D A Y

Main conference · Day 2
Oral and poster presentations, Symposia 3–6,
Plenaries 2–3, closing ceremony and awards.

P O S T E R S  &  E X H I B I T I O N

Level 1 ·  Foyer
E-posters will be available through the digital
display throughout the conference. Scheduled
poster sessions are shown in the daily programme.

Useful information
Registration is scheduled from 08:00–16:00 on 30 September and 1 October, and from 08:00–12:00
on 2 October. The master programme specifies Level 1 for registration on the first two days.

The NaF varnish workshop and AAPD Board of Executives Meeting are closed sessions. The
welcome reception is by invitation only.

Programme times and room allocations follow the supplied master schedule updated 31 August 2026.
The programme remains subject to organiser updates.

C O N F E R E N C E  W E B S I T E

aapd2026.com
Official AAPD 2026 website.
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C O N F E R E N C E  P A C K

linktr.ee/AAPD2026
Programme updates, venue information and delegate services.

https://aapd2026.com/
https://linktr.ee/AAPD2026
https://aapd2026.com/
https://linktr.ee/AAPD2026


P R O G R A M M E  S C H E D U L E

D A I L Y  P R O G R A M M E  ·  W E D N E S D A Y

30 September 2026
Pre-Conference · Morning - Evening

08:00–16:00 Registration
Level 1

08:30–14:00 Pre-Conference Workshops
Parallel sessions — see workshop pages for descriptions and facilitators.

Optimal Oral Health for Older People — A Common Protocol for Oral Health Survey of the
Aged Population in Asia
Grand Ballroom (Open)

14:00–14:30 Light Refreshment

14:30–16:30 AAPD Board of Executives Meeting
VIP 2 (Closed session)

14:30–16:30 Oral Presentations

16:30–17:00 Free Time

17:00–19:00 Welcome Reception
By invitation only.
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Sponsored by:

Sponsored by:Smoking & Vaping Cessation
Event 1 (Open)

Leveraging Oral Health Literacy to Advance Oral Health Promotion and Disease Prevention
Event 2 (Open)

Use of NaF Varnish in School-based Programs in Asia
Event 3 (Closed session — invited experts only)

Sponsored by:

Event 1 - Oral Presentation 1 (3MT)
Event 2 - Oral Presentation 2
Event 3 - Oral Presentation 3



D A I L Y  P R O G R A M M E  ·  T H U R S D A Y

01 October 2026
Main Conference · Day 1 · Morning & Afternoon

08:00–16:00 Registration
Level 1

08:30–09:15 Plenary 1
Grand Ballroom

From Bench to Bedside: Innovative Approaches to Radiation-Induced Oral Mucositis
and Taste Dysfunction
Speaker: Professor Dr. Xin Xu
Moderator: Dr. Melissa Adiatman

09:15–10:30 AAPD Distinguished Forum
Grand Ballroom

Integrating Oral Health into Universal Health Coverage in Asia: Strategic Initiatives and
Challenges
Panellists: Dr. Benoit Varenne · Dr. Fauziah Ahmad · Professor Dr. Hiroshi Ogawa
Moderator: Professor Emeritus Dr. Prathip Phantumvanit

10:30–10:45 Tea Break

11:00–11:45 18th ICAAPD Opening Ceremony
Grand Ballroom

11:45–12:05 Keynote Speech
Grand Ballroom

Oral Health for All: From Primary Care to Universal Coverage in China and Asia
Speaker: Professor Dr. Shuguo Zheng
Moderator: Professor Dr. Rahimah Abdul Kadir

12:05–13:30 Lunch, Poster & Exhibition Viewing, Networking
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D A I L Y  P R O G R A M M E  ·  T H U R S D A Y

01 October 2026
Main Conference · Day 1 · Afternoon & Evening

13:30–15:00 Symposium 1
Grand Ballroom

The New Nicotine Frontier: Tobacco, Vaping, Oral Health and the Evolving Risk Landscape
Moderator: Dr. Yuriko Harada

13:30–15:00 Symposium 2
Vista 1 & 2

Strengthening Public Health Impact through Education and Training
Moderator: Professor Dr. Michelle Segarra

15:00–15:30 Tea Break

15:30–17:30 Oral and Poster Presentations

17:30–19:30 Free Time

19:30–22:30 Gala Dinner
Grand Ballroom

30 SEPTEMBER – 2 OCTOBER 2026 · KOTA KINABALU 17

18ᵗʰ  ICAAPD 2026 P R O G R A M M E  S C H E D U L E

Vista 1 - Oral Presentation 4
Vista 2 - Oral Presentation 5

Event 1 - Oral Presentation 6
Level 1 Foyer - Poster Presentations 1, 2 & 3

The Smoking–Vaping Epidemic: Trends, Dual Use and the New Public Health Risks
Speaker: Associate Professor Dr. Amer Siddiq Amer Nordin

Vapor Trails and Policy Walls: Dual Use and Regulatory Gaps
Speaker: Professor Dr. Chris Bullen

A Decade of the KOTAK Program: Strengthening Tobacco Control through School Dental
Services in Malaysia (2016–2026)
Speaker: Dr. Muhammad Zulkefli Ramlay

Strengthening Public Health Impact through Education and Training: The SEAADE
Perspective
Speaker: Professor Dr. Waranuch Pitiphat

Community-Based Dental Education: Lessons from the United States
Speaker: Associate Professor Dr. Tammy Duangporn Duangthip

Building Public Health Leaders through DPH Specialist Training: The Malaysian Experience
Speaker: Professor Dr. Tuti Ningseh Mohd Dom



D A I L Y  P R O G R A M M E  ·  F R I D A Y

02 October 2026
Main Conference · Day 2 · Morning

08:00–12:00 Registration

08:00–10:00 Oral and Poster Presentations

10:00–10:15 Tea Break

10:15–11:45 Symposium 3
Grand Ballroom

Caries Prevention in Children and Adolescents: Innovations and Policy Implications
Moderator: Professor Dr. Shuguo Zheng

10:15–11:45 Symposium 4
Vista 1 & 2

Transforming Preventive Dentistry through Digital Health Technologies
Moderator: Professor Dr. Chun Hung Chu
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Vista 1 - Oral Presentation 7
Vista 2 - Oral Presentation 8

Event 1 - Oral Presentation 9
Level 1 Foyer - Poster Presentations 4, 5 & 6

Advancing Oral Health among Adolescents: Impact of the MySmile® App in Community
School Settings
Speaker: Professor Dr. Zamros Yuzadi Mohd Yusof

From Research to Routine: The Evolution of Outreach Dental Care for Caries Prevention in
Hong Kong Preschool Children and the Transition to a Government-Integrated Programme
Speaker: Dr. Flora Chan Wai Ling

The Next Challenge in Caries Prevention: From Evidence to Implementation —
Operationalizing School-Based Caries Prevention in Indonesia
Speaker: Dr. Irene Adyatmaka

How AI is Shaping the Future of Primary Dental Disease Prevention
Speaker: Professor Dr. Ollie Yiru Yu 

Digital Tech & AI in Preventive Dentistry: Perspectives from Contemporary Dental
Education Curriculum
Speaker: Associate Professor Dr. Hoang Trong Hung

Digital Health Technologies for Early Detection of Oral Cancer: Opportunities, Challenges
and Future Directions
Speaker: Professor Emeritus Dr. Rosnah Md Zain



D A I L Y  P R O G R A M M E  ·  F R I D A Y

02 October 2026
Main Conference · Day 2 · Morning & Afternoon

11:45–12:30 Plenary 2
Grand Ballroom

High Molecular Weight Hyaluronic Acid in Dentistry: Evidence-Based Applications for
Oral Soft Tissue Healing and Regeneration
Speaker: Associate Professor Dr. Cheah Chia Wei
Moderator: Dr. Thaddius Herman

12:30–13:45 Lunch, Poster & Exhibition Viewing, Networking
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13:45–15:15 Symposium 5
Grand Ballroom

Advancing Oral Health Literacy and Population Health
Moderator: Professor Dr. Waranuch Pitiphat

13:45–15:15 Symposium 6
Vista 1 & 2

Preventive Dentistry for Ageing Population: Ensuring Quality of Life and Independence
Moderator: Professor Dr. Hiroshi Ogawa

Oral Health Literacy and its Value Proposition for Oral Health Promotion
Speaker: Associate Professor Dr. Wong Mun Loke

From Information to Action: Oral Health Literacy for Healthier Populations in the Digital Age
Speaker: Dr. Melissa Adiatman

Advancing Oral Health Literacy and Population Health
Speaker: Dr. Habibah Yaacob

Preventive Dentistry for Older Adults: Aligning Oral Health with Indonesia's Health
Transformation
Speaker: Professor Dr. Sri Susilawati 

Caring for Oral Health and Improving the Quality of Life Among the Elderly in the
Philippines
Speaker: Professor Dr. Michelle Segarra

Oral Frailty and Hypofunction in Korea's Super-Aging Society: Current Status and
Perspective
Speaker: Professor Dr. Youn-Hee Choi

Sponsored by:



D A I L Y  P R O G R A M M E  ·  F R I D A Y

02 October 2026
Main Conference · Day 2 · Afternoon

15:15–16:00 Plenary 3
Grand Ballroom

Beyond the Dental Chair: The Unsung Heroes in Mass Disaster Management
Speaker: Brigadier General (Dr) Hazudin Hassan
Moderator: Associate Professor Dr. Haslina Rani

16:00–16:45 Closing & Award Giving Ceremony
Grand Ballroom

16:45–17:00 Tea Break & Adjournment

Thank you for joining the 18th ICAAPD 2026.
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 *Refer to the presentation schedule for presenter line-up & timing; E-posters are displayed via digital display at the Level 1 Foyer throughout
the conference. 
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18ᵗʰ  ICAAPD 2026 P R E - C O N F E R E N C E  W O R K S H O P S

P R E - C O N F E R E N C E  W O R K S H O P

Oral Health for Older People
30 September · 08:30–14:00  · Workshop 1

Optimal Oral Health for Older People — A Common Protocol for Oral
Health Survey of the Aged Population in Asia

L E A D  F A C I L I T A T O R

Professor Dr. Hiroshi Ogawa
Professor, Division of Preventive Dentistry, Graduate School of Medical and Dental Sciences, Niigata University, Japan;
Director, WHO Collaborating Centre for Translation of Oral Health Science

As Asia's population ages, one question matters more than ever: what does optimal oral health look
like for older people, and how do we help them achieve it? Japan, one of the world's most rapidly
ageing societies, has spent decades building deep expertise and hands-on experience in this exact
challenge, and this workshop brings that expertise directly to you. Led by leading Japanese
specialists, the session combines current science with hands-on, practical skills you can use straight
away. You will start with a clear framework for optimal oral health in ageing, then move into practical
approaches for assessing and managing oral function, including chewing, swallowing, saliva and
other key parameters in older adults. See real regional data as findings from a cross-Asia survey of
oral functional status are presented, giving you a comparative view of practice and gaps across the
region. The highlight of the day is the Common Protocol for Oral Health Survey for the Aged
Population, built on Japan's pioneering experience in geriatric oral health and designed to make oral
function data comparable across Asian countries, which you will get to try out yourself in a live,
hands-on demonstration. You will also hear a Japanese industry perspective on ongoing initiatives
supporting oral health care for older people. By the end of the workshop, you will know how to design
and run your own data collection using the common protocol, whether for research or everyday
clinical work, and you will join a growing regional network committed to sharing outcomes and driving
future collaboration. Whether you are a dental professional, researcher or policymaker working with
ageing populations, this interactive workshop offers Japan's science, tools and experience to help
you make a real difference. Open to all delegates — register early to secure your seat.

Attendance: open. Dental professionals, researchers and policymakers working with ageing populations.
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P R E - C O N F E R E N C E  W O R K S H O P

Oral Health for Older People
Detailed workshop agenda

08:30–08:45 Introduction What is optimal oral health for older people to achieve
healthy aging?
Professor Dr. Hiroshi Ogawa

08:45–09:30 Assessment and Management of Oral Function in the Aging Population
Professor Dr. Masanori Iwasaki

09:30–10:00 Questionnaire survey of oral functional status in Asia
Dr. Takashi Hoshino

10:00–10:30 Common protocol for oral health survey for aged population
Professor Dr. Masanori Iwasaki & Professor Dr. Hiroshi Ogawa

10:30–12:00 Demonstration of oral functional assessment
All

12:00–13:00 Lion’s initiatives in the Field of Oral Health Care
Dr. Naho Suzuki, Dr Chiyoko Uchiyama & Dr. Satoshi Tomeoka

13:00–13:30 Design of data collection (How to use common protocol) in research
and clinical work
All

13:30–14:00 Future action: how to collaborate and share the outcomes and wrap up
All

Japanese Society for Oral Health
Professor Hiroshi Ogawa, Department of Preventive Dentistry, Niigata University · Professor Masanori Iwasaki, Department of
Preventive Dentistry, Hokkaido University · Dr Takashi Hoshino, Department of Preventive Dentistry, Niigata University

LION Corperation
Dr Naho Suzuki · Dr Chiyoko Uchiyama · Dr Satoshi Tomeoka
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P R E - C O N F E R E N C E  W O R K S H O P S

P R E - C O N F E R E N C E  W O R K S H O P

Oral Health Literacy
30 September · 08:30–14:00 · Workshop 2

Leveraging Oral Health Literacy to Advance Oral Health Promotion and
Disease Prevention

L E A D  F A C I L I T A T O R

Associate Professor Dr. Wong Mun Loke
Vice Dean (Education) and Associate Provost (Integrated Education); Faculty of Dentistry, National University of
Singapore

Information about oral health has never been more available, so why do dental caries and periodontal
disease remain the two most common conditions affecting people everywhere? The answer lies
beyond health education alone, in oral health literacy: how well people can access, understand,
appraise and apply health information in their everyday lives. This engaging workshop invites you to
rethink oral health promotion through the lens of health literacy, moving beyond simply handing out
preventive advice to genuinely empowering individuals and communities to make informed choices
about their oral health. You will explore the real barriers to, and drivers of, prevention at both the
population and individual level, and gain a deeper understanding of what oral health literacy really
means, why it matters, and how it can be strengthened in diverse communities. Through a mix of
engaging presentations and lively interactive group discussions, you will leave with practical
strategies to enhance oral health literacy in your own community, clinic or research setting, and with
tools to measure progress along the way. Whether you are a clinician, educator, public health
practitioner or researcher, this workshop offers fresh, practical thinking on one of the most powerful
levers we have for preventing oral disease at scale. Don't miss this opportunity to learn directly from
an international expert in dental education and oral health promotion, and to connect with fellow
delegates who share a passion for building healthier, more informed communities. Seats are limited —
register early to join us for this open, interactive pre-conference workshop.

Attendance: open. Clinicians, educators, public health practitioners and researchers.
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P R E - C O N F E R E N C E  W O R K S H O P S

P R E - C O N F E R E N C E  W O R K S H O P

Smoking & Vaping Cessation
30 September · 08:30–14:00 · Workshop 3

Smoking & Vaping Cessation

F A C I L I T A T O R

Professor Dr. Chris Bullen
Professor of Public Health; Head, Department of General Practice and Primary Care; Director, Centre for Translational
Health Research, School of Population Health, Faculty of Medical and Health Sciences, University of Auckland, New
Zealand

F A C I L I T A T O R

Dr. Amer Siddiq Amer Nordin
Associate Professor in Psychiatry & Consultant Psychiatrist, Universiti Malaya; Head, Nicotine Addiction Research Group,
University Malaya Centre of Addiction Sciences (UMCAS), Malaysia

Tobacco kills more than 8 million people every year, and the rise of vaping is reshaping the nicotine
landscape faster than most clinicians can keep up. Are you ready to help your patients navigate it?
This hands-on workshop equips healthcare professionals with practical, evidence-based tools to
tackle tobacco and nicotine dependence in everyday clinical practice, from assessing nicotine
dependence, and applying behavioural counselling and motivational interviewing, to selecting the
right pharmacotherapy and managing relapse in patients who smoke or vape. Beyond cigarettes, you
will also get up to speed on the fast-moving evidence around vaping, including its role in harm
reduction, strategies for vaping cessation, how to support patients who use both cigarettes and
vapes, and how to separate fact from common misconceptions. Drawing on international guidelines
and real-world implementation experience in Malaysia, this workshop is designed for frontline
healthcare professionals, including dental practitioners, who want to build genuine confidence in
supporting patients to quit. Expect concise, practical lectures, real case discussions, live
demonstrations and small-group exercises that let you practise what you learn, not just hear about it.
By the end of the session, you will walk away with tools you can use in your very next patient
consultation to support smoking cessation and address the growing challenges of vaping and dual
use. Whether tobacco control is already part of your daily practice or a new frontier for you, this
workshop will sharpen your skills and your confidence. Spaces are limited — register early to secure
your place at this open, interactive pre-conference workshop.

Attendance: open. Frontline healthcare professionals, including dental practitioners.
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P R E - C O N F E R E N C E  W O R K S H O P S

P R E - C O N F E R E N C E  W O R K S H O P

School-Based NaF Varnish
30 September · 08:30–14:00 · Workshop 4

Use of NaF Varnish in School-based Programs in Asia

Use of NaF Varnish in School-Based Programs in Asia is a closed, invitation-only workshop bringing
together a select panel of international experts from across Asia to advance regional collaboration on
school-based fluoride varnish (FV) programmes for children. Dental caries remains one of the most
prevalent non-communicable diseases affecting children across the region, and school-based FV
application is recognised as a proven, cost-effective strategy for prevention at population scale, yet
its implementation still varies widely from country to country. Over a focused morning session, the
invited expert panel will review the latest national and regional dental caries prevalence data for five-
and twelve-year-old children, alongside existing school-based oral health programmes in their
respective countries and will critically appraise a systematic review on school-based FV application to
strengthen it as a shared regional evidence base. Building on this evidence, the panel will work
towards regional consensus recommendations to guide the implementation of school-based fluoride
varnish programmes across Asia, accounting for differences in population needs, workforce capacity
and health system resources. The workshop will also lay the groundwork for at least two post-
workshop academic publications arising from the panel's discussions. As this session is reserved for
invited experts only, it is not open for general registration. We look forward to sharing the key
outcomes and consensus recommendations from this important regional initiative with the wider
dental and public health community following the conference.

This workshop is by invitation only and is not open for public registration.
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C O N V E N E R

Dr. Ivy Guofang Sun

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  E X P E R T  P A N E L

Prof. Dr. Shuguo Zheng
China 

Prof. Dr. Chun Hung Chu
China Hong Kong SAR

Prof. Dr. Michelle Sunico Segarra
Philippines

Prof. Dr. Waranuch Pitiphat
Thailand

Prof. Dr. Rahimah Abdul Kadir
Malaysia

China Hong Kong SAR

Prof. Dr. Karen Glazer De
Anselmo Peres 
Singapore
Prof. Dr. Youn-Hee Choi
Korea
Prof. Dr. Diah Ayu Maharani
Philippines

Prof. Dr. Hiroshi Ogawa
Japan

Prof. Dr. Tammy Duangporn
Duangthip
USA

Associate Prof. Dr. Hoang
Trong Hung
Vietnam

Workshop sponsor:



S C I E N T I F I C  F O R U M ,  P L E N A R Y ,  A N D  S Y M P O S I U M

S C I E N T I F I C

Speakers and Panellists
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S C I E N T I F I C  F O R U M ,  P L E N A R Y ,  A N D  S Y M P O S I U M

Speakers and Panellists
Professor Emeritus Dr. Prathip Phantumvanit
AAPD Distinguished Forum

28

Dr. Benoit Varenne
AAPD Distinguished Forum

29

Dr. Fauziah Ahmad
AAPD Distinguished Forum

29

Professor Dr Hiroshi Ogawa
AAPD Distinguished Forum

30

Professor Dr Shuguo Zheng
Keynote speech

31

Professor Dr. Xin Xu
Plenary 1

32

Associate Professor Dr. Cheah Chia Wei
Plenary 2

33

Brigadier General (Dr) Hazudin Hassan
Plenary 3

34

Associate Professor Dr. Amer Siddiq Amer Nordin
Symposium 1

35

Professor Dr. Chris Bullen
Symposium 1

36

Dr. Muhammad Zulkefli Ramlay
Symposium 1

37

Professor Dr. Waranuch Pitiphat
Symposium 2

38

Professor Dr. Tammy Duangporn Duangthip
Symposium 2 39

Professor Dr. Tuti Ningseh Mohd Dom
Symposium 2

40

Professor Dr. Zamros Yuzadi Mohd Yusof
Symposium 3

41

Dr. Flora Chan Wai Ling
Symposium 3

42

Dr. Irene Adyatmaka
Symposium 3

43

Professor Dr. Ollie Yiru Yu
Symposium 4

44

Associate Professor Dr. Hoang Trong Hung
Symposium 4

45

Professor Emeritus Dr. Rosnah Md Zain
Symposium 4

46

Associate Professor Dr. Wong Mun Loke
Symposium 5

47

Associate Professor Dr. Melissa Adiatman
Symposium 5

48

Dr. Habibah Yaacob
Symposium 5

49

Professor Dr. Sri Susilawati
Symposium 6

50

Professor Dr. Michelle Segarra
Symposium 6

51

Professor Dr. Youn-Hee Choi 
Symposium 6

52
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D I S T I N G U I S H E D  F O R U M

A A P D  D I S T I N G U I S H E D  F O R U M

Integrating Oral Health into Universal
Health Coverage in Asia: Strategic
Initiatives and Challenges

1 October · 09:15–10:30 · Grand Ballroom

Moderator

Professor Emeritus Dr. Prathip Phantumvanit
Thammasat University, Faculty of Dentistry, Thailand — 3rd President of AAPD

Professor Emeritus Dr. Prathip Phantumvanit, Thammasat University, Faculty of Dentistry, Thailand,
served as the 3rd President of the Asian Academy of Preventive Dentistry (AAPD), following the
founding presidency from Japan and the presidency from Korea. He was Chairman of the Organizing
Committee of the 3rd ICAAPD in Chiangrai, Thailand, in 1999, and remained a member of the AAPD
Executive Committee until the 13th ICAAPD in Khon Kaen, Thailand, in 2018. He has participated in
every ICAAPD from the 1st through the 14th, and was the last speaker at the 14th ICAAPD in Korea
(attended online). Recalling the history of AAPD in his own words, he notes that it started as a group
of academic dentists working and researching on fluoride for caries prevention some 30 years ago,
which led to the advancement of preventive dentistry across the region in every field — community,
school-based, individual, clinical and laboratory preventive dentistry — moving beyond fluoride to
oral health promotion more broadly.
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The AAPD Distinguished Forum brings together senior voices from global, national and academic
perspectives to examine how oral health can be more fully integrated into Universal Health Coverage
(UHC) across Asia. As the WHO Global Oral Health Action Plan 2023–2030 calls for essential oral
care to be embedded within primary health care, this forum considers what that means in practice:
the strategic initiatives already under way at global and country level, the structural and resourcing
challenges that stand in the way, and the opportunities for the region to accelerate progress together.
Panellists bring perspectives from the World Health Organization, from a national oral health authority
in Malaysia, and from a WHO Collaborating Centre for oral health research and translation in Japan,
offering a rounded view of what integrating oral health into UHC requires — policy commitment,
health-system strengthening, and sustained regional collaboration.



D I S T I N G U I S H E D  F O R U M

A A P D  D I S T I N G U I S H E D  F O R U M

Meet the Panellists
1 October · 09:15–10:30 · Grand Ballroom

Dr. Benoit Varenne
Technical Lead for Oral Health, World Health Organization (WHO), Geneva, Switzerland

Dr. Benoit Varenne is Technical Lead for Oral Health at the World Health Organization (WHO),
Geneva, Switzerland. An internationally recognised public health dentist, he leads WHO's global oral
health programme and supports Member States in integrating oral health into Universal Health
Coverage (UHC) and Primary Health Care (PHC). He provided technical leadership for the
development of the WHO Global Strategy on Oral Health and the Global Oral Health Action Plan 2023–
2030, and continues to guide their implementation, working with governments, international
organisations and academic institutions to advance global oral health. He previously served as
Regional Adviser on Oral Health at the WHO Regional Office for Africa (WHO AFRO), where he
supported national oral health policy development and strengthened regional capacity for disease
prevention. His work bridges policy, health systems strengthening, and the global noncommunicable
disease (NCD) agenda.

Dr. Fauziah Ahmad
Deputy Director General of Health (Oral Health), Ministry of Health Malaysia

Dr. Fauziah Ahmad is Deputy Director General of Health (Oral Health) at the Ministry of Health
Malaysia. A Senior Consultant Dental Public Health Specialist, she holds a Bachelor of Dental Surgery
and a Master of Public Health (Oral Health) from the University of Malaya, and leads the planning,
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of Malaysia's national oral healthcare programmes. She
was instrumental in developing Malaysia's National Oral Health Policy and the National Oral Health
Strategic Plan 2022–2030, and continues to guide their implementation, working with government
and non-government agencies to strengthen equitable access to oral healthcare. She also serves as
Registrar of the Malaysian Dental Council, overseeing regulatory standards for the dental profession.
Her work bridges national policy, health systems strengthening, and Malaysia's alignment with the
WHO Global Oral Health Action Plan 2023–2030.
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D I S T I N G U I S H E D  F O R U M

A A P D  D I S T I N G U I S H E D  F O R U M

Meet the Panellists
1 October · 09:15–10:30 · Grand Ballroom

Professor Dr. Hiroshi Ogawa
Niigata University; Director, WHO Collaborating Centre for Translation of Oral Health Science (JPN-75),
Japan

Dr. Hiroshi Ogawa is Professor in the Division of Preventive Dentistry at Niigata University's Graduate
School of Medical and Dental Sciences, Japan, and Director of the WHO Collaborating Centre for
Translation of Oral Health Science (JPN-75). He holds a bachelor's degree in dentistry from Nihon
University, a master's in Public Health Dentistry from the University of Sydney, and a doctorate in
Preventive Dentistry from Niigata University. He has held various positions at the World Health
Organization since 2003, including as a dental officer with the WHO Oral Health Programme in
Geneva from 2014 to 2017, and now serves on the WHO Clinical Consortium on Healthy Aging and
the FDI World Dental Federation Council. His research examines the links between oral and systemic
noncommunicable diseases and the shared risk factor approach. A longstanding contributor to AAPD,
he is nominated to chair the AAPD meeting in Japan in 2028.

F O R U M  F O C U S

Integrating Oral Health into Universal Health
Coverage in Asia: Strategic Initiatives and
Challenges
World Health Organization · National oral health policy · Research and translation
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I N V I T E D  S P E A K E R  B I O G R A P H Y  &  A B S T R A C T

K E Y N O T E  S P E E C H

1 October · 11:45–12:05 · Grand Ballroom

Moderator: Professor Dr Rahimah Abdul Kadir

Professor Dr. Shuguo Zheng
Peking University School of Stomatology, China

B I O G R A P H Y

Dr. Shuguo Zheng is Professor and Chairman, Department of Preventive Dentistry, Peking University School of
Stomatology (PKUSS). He graduated from PKUSS with DMD (1992) and Ph.D. & M.D. (1996). He is the
President-elect of the Asian Academy of Preventive Dentistry (AAPD) and the director of the World Health
Organization Collaborating Center (WHOCC CHN-26) for the Research and Training in Preventive Dentistry in
China. He is the President-elect of the Chinese Society of Preventive Dentistry, Chinese Stomatological
Association. He is also the chief representative of the Chief Dental Officer of China. His main research areas
are: dental public health study in China, oral biomarker study in oral and systemic diseases, molecular biological
study for dental developmental abnormality. He received over 23 national research grants and published over
100 papers as the first author or corresponding author in journals such as Protein & Cell and the Journal of
Dental Research. He has won one international and three national science and technology awards.

A B S T R A C T

Oral Health for All: From Primary Care to Universal Coverage in China and Asia
Globally, oral diseases affect 3.5 billion people, with dental caries remaining the most prevalent non-
communicable disease (NCD). The WHO Western Pacific Region bears a disproportionate burden with high
caries prevalence in young populations concentrated in underserved regions. Recognizing that "No health
without oral health," the WHO 2023–2030 Global Oral Health Strategy and Action Plan strongly recommends
the integration of essential oral care into primary health care (PHC) to increase universal health coverage,
emphasizing task-shifting to train more community dental workforce and prioritizing cost-effective
interventions. China has responded to these with a series of policy frameworks, mandating oral departments in
township health centers, standardizing basic oral disease codes, and incorporating children's oral services into
family doctor contracts. However, disparities persist: the national dentist-to-population ratio masks severe
shortages at the grassroots — western rural areas report much lower ratios. Early treatment-seeking and
service utilization in communities remains low. For Asia-Pacific nations, China's experience underscores three
imperatives: embedding oral health within PHC infrastructure rather than siloed specialist care; empowering
nurses and community health workers through competency-based training; and addressing sugar as a shared
risk factor across NCDs. Critically, strengthening China's grassroots oral health system would effectively cover
60–80% of the WHO regional disease burden, given China's demographic weight in the Western Pacific. China
bears profound responsibility and seeks mutual learning with regional partners to advance oral health equity
through collaborative PHC innovation.
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P L E N A R Y  1

1 October · 08:30–09:15 · Grand Ballroom

Moderator: Associate Professor Dr Melissa Adiatman

Professor Dr. Xin Xu
West China School of Stomatology, Sichuan University, China

B I O G R A P H Y

Dr. Xin Xu is Professor and Director of the Department of Preventive Dentistry, West China Hospital of
Stomatology, Sichuan University. He has long been engaged in basic research and clinical practice in
conservative dentistry and endodontics, having published over 100 papers in journals including Journal of
Clinical Oncology, Nature Communications, The ISME Journal and Journal of Dental Research. His
representative achievements have been included in the "Important Medical Advances of 2021 in China" by the
Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences. He has received one National Scientific and Technological Progress
Award and one Provincial Scientific and Technological Progress Award in China, and has been listed as a Highly
Cited Chinese Scholar in Dentistry (Elsevier), among the top 2% of global scientists for consecutive years, and
recognised as one of the top 100 scholars in the field of oral medicine for academic influence in China. He
serves as an editorial board member for the national undergraduate textbook "Operative Dentistry and
Endodontics" (5th edition) and the Journal of Dental Research, and is a Fellow of the International College of
Dentists.

A B S T R A C T

From Bench to Bedside: Innovative Approaches to Radiation-Induced Oral
Mucositis and Taste Dysfunction

Radiotherapy (RT) is a cornerstone treatment for head and neck cancer (HNC), but acute oral complications
such as oral mucositis (OM), xerostomia, taste dysfunction, and infections remain common. OM is the most
frequent acute toxicity, with 50–70% of patients developing severe OM (WHO grade 3–4), leading to pain,
impaired eating, swallowing, and speaking, reduced treatment tolerance, decreased quality of life (QoL), and
treatment interruptions. Patients also frequently experience hypogeusia, ageusia, and dysgeusia, which further
increase the risk of malnutrition and psychological distress. Although MASCC/ISOO has issued
recommendations for radiation-induced OM, their efficacy and safety require further validation. Our group has
long focused on the shared mechanisms and clinical management of radiation-induced oral mucositis (RIOM)
and taste dysfunction. We identified a critical role of oral microbial dysbiosis in RIOM and showed in a clinical
trial that oral probiotics, particularly Streptococcus salivarius K12, can delay onset and shorten the duration of
severe OM in HNC patients receiving RT, likely via modulation of the oral microbiota. We also demonstrated that
Wnt/β-catenin signaling is essential for the repair and regeneration of oral mucosa and taste buds, and that LiCl
can promote recovery from RIOM and dysgeusia; these findings were highlighted by JDR on the IADR official
website. To advance clinical translation, we have initiated two registered clinical trials evaluating the efficacy
and safety of lithium-containing mouthrinse and hydrogel for the prevention and treatment of RIOM and taste
dysfunction. Collectively, our work proposes promising, mechanism-based strategies for improving the
management of radiation-induced oral complications, particularly OM and taste dysfunction, with the goal of
enhancing QoL and optimizing oncologic outcomes in HNC patients.
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P L E N A R Y  2

2 October · 11:45–12:30 · Grand Ballroom

Moderator: Dr Thaddius Herman

Associate Professor Dr. Cheah Chia Wei
Universiti Malaya, Malaysia

B I O G R A P H Y

Dr. Cheah Chia Wei graduated from the University of Malaya with a Bachelor of Dental Surgery. She worked
as a dental officer in the Ministry of Health before joining the Faculty of Dentistry. There, she underwent
specialist training in Periodontology and became a lecturer, teaching general dentists and specialists in
Periodontology. She has a PhD related to oral microbial profiling using 16S rRNA gene sequencing in relation
to the inflammatory status of rheumatoid arthritis subjects with periodontitis. Cheah Chia Wei was the head of
discipline, postgraduate coordinator for the Master of Oral Sciences (Periodontology) programme, and also
led the Clinical Craniofacial Dental Research Group in the Faculty of Dentistry, Universiti Malaya. She is
currently the treasurer for The Malaysian Society of Oral Microbiologists and Oral Immunologists. Her
research interests include alveolar ridge preservation, periodontal/bone regenerative material for
implantology, probiotics for management of periodontitis and oral microbiology influencing periodontal health
and systemic health.

A B S T R A C T

High Molecular Weight Hyaluronic Acid in Dentistry: Evidence-Based Applications
for Oral Soft Tissue Healing and Regeneration

High molecular weight hyaluronic acid (HMW-HA) has gained increasing attention in dentistry due to its
anti-inflammatory and wound-healing properties. This lecture will provide an evidence-based overview
of the biological mechanisms and clinical applications of HMW-HA in promoting oral soft tissue healing
and regeneration. Current literature on its use in periodontal therapy, oral surgery, implant dentistry and
post-operative care will be discussed. Emphasis will be placed on clinical effectiveness, indications, and
delivery methods in contemporary dental practice. Participants will gain practical insights into integrating
HMW-HA into daily patient management for improved healing outcomes.
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I N V I T E D  S P E A K E R  B I O G R A P H Y  &  A B S T R A C T



P L E N A R Y  3

2 October · 15:15–16:00 · Grand Ballroom

Moderator: Associate Professor Dr Haslina Rani

Brigadier General (Dr) Hazudin Hassan
Malaysian Armed Forces Health Services

B I O G R A P H Y

Brigadier General (Dr) Hazudin Hassan earned his Bachelor of Dental Surgery (1995) and Doctorate in Clinical
Dentistry (2005) from the University of Adelaide, Australia, and is a Fellow of the Royal Australasian College of
Dental Surgeons. He joined the Malaysian Armed Forces Health Services in 1997 and has served 29 years in
uniform, including deployment during the 2005 United Nations peacekeeping mission in Western Sahara and
coordinating hundreds of rural dental outreach programmes during his posting in Sarawak. He served as Deputy
Commander of the Greater Klang Valley Special Task Force for COVID-19. He is currently Head of the Dental
and Pathology Departments at 94 Armed Forces Hospital, Melaka, and is serving his second term as a Council
Member of the Malaysian Dental Council.

A B S T R A C T

Beyond the Dental Chair: The Unsung Heroes in Mass Disaster Management
The Malaysian Armed Forces Dental Services (MAFDS) is part of a military healthcare system known as the
Malaysian Armed Forces Health Services (MAFHS). MAFHS's mission is centered on maintaining the combat
readiness of the MAF by providing optimal health services and support. Apart from its core function, MAFHS
remains committed to contributing towards national resilience through its role in the Whole-of-Government and
Whole-of-Society (WOGOS) approaches, especially in crises, humanitarian and disaster relief (HADR) missions,
and civil–military cooperation. Field and mobile capabilities are a crucial component of MAFHS, with dedicated
medical battalions ready to be rapidly deployed to conflict zones and HADR missions. These battalions are
trained to set up mobile field hospitals to provide immediate care, including resuscitative treatment, advanced
trauma surgery, and other health services. The distinctive ability to be deployed at a moment's notice is the
main thrust of MAFHS's involvement in various international missions. It has participated in multiple United
Nations (UN) operations in conflict areas such as Namibia, Bosnia, Cambodia, East Timor, Western Sahara and
Lebanon. During these peacekeeping missions, the medical and dental elements also provide care for displaced
populations and refugees. In HADR, MAFHS has served globally in disaster areas such as during the tsunami in
Aceh, earthquakes in Pakistan, Padang, Türkiye and Myanmar, post-conflict support in Afghanistan and
typhoon relief in the Philippines. Domestically, MAFHS has been deployed to assist local authorities during
landslides, floods and the COVID-19 pandemic. The MAFHS forensic odontologists team has been deployed to
mass disaster areas aiding in disaster victim identification (DVI) during the MH17 tragedy, civilian and military
aircraft crashes and the Lahad Datu incident. In executing its duty, the MAFHS receives full logistic support
from the Malaysian Armed Forces: the Army provides security protection, land transport, engineers, and other
services through its various Corps; the Air Force provides air transport and CASEVAC support; and the Navy
provides maritime transport.
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S Y M P O S I U M  1

The New Nicotine Frontier: Tobacco, Vaping, Oral Health and the
Evolving Risk Landscape

1 October · 13:30–15:00 · Grand Ballroom

Moderator: Dr Yuriko Harada

Associate Professor Dr. Amer Siddiq Amer Nordin
Universiti Malaya, Malaysia

B I O G R A P H Y

Dr. Amer Siddiq Amer Nordin is an Associate Professor in Psychiatry and Consultant Psychiatrist at Universiti
Malaya, where he leads the Nicotine Addiction Research Group (NARCC) at the University Malaya Centre of
Addiction Sciences (UMCAS), focused on helping people quit smoking. His team developed SCOPE, one of four
accredited smoking cessation provider training programmes in Malaysia, and GEMPAQ, a mobile app
supporting quit-smoking efforts. He is Malaysia's lead for the International Tobacco Control Study (ITC), a 26-
country tobacco policy research consortium, and has served on Ministry of Health and WHO technical working
groups on tobacco control. He was part of the Parliamentary Select Committee that helped shape Malaysia's
Tobacco Control Bill (passed 2023, enforced 2025), and his team plays a key role in the national Smoke Free
Malaysia / mQuit initiative.

A B S T R A C T

The Smoking–Vaping Epidemic: Trends, Dual Use and the New Public Health Risks
The introduction and presence of electronic nicotine delivery devices has transformed the tobacco epidemic,
creating a complex landscape characterised by increasing vaping, persistent combustible tobacco use, and the
emergence of dual-use behaviours. While cigarette smoking has declined in many populations, nicotine
dependence remains prevalent as youth uptake of vaping, product diversification, and aggressive marketing
continue to reshape patterns of use. Evidence from Malaysia and other low- and middle-income countries
demonstrates that dual use is increasingly common, challenging assumptions that vaping is simply replacing
smoking. Dual use is associated with sustained nicotine addiction, delayed smoking cessation, and continued
exposure to toxicants from combustible tobacco. Among adolescents, early exposure to nicotine through
vaping raises concerns regarding addiction, progression to combustible tobacco use, and long-term
neurodevelopmental effects. At the population level, the coexistence of cigarettes, vaping products and
emerging nicotine products complicates surveillance, regulation, clinical management and public health
messaging. This presentation synthesises current epidemiological trends, implementation research, and
tobacco control evidence to examine the evolving smoking–vaping epidemic, with particular emphasis on
Malaysia and the broader regional context. It discusses the implications of dual use for healthcare systems,
highlights gaps in prevention and cessation services, and explores evidence-based strategies integrating
behavioural interventions, pharmacotherapy, regulatory approaches and health system strengthening. As the
nicotine landscape continues to evolve, effective tobacco control must move beyond product-specific policies
towards comprehensive nicotine dependence management that prioritises prevention, early intervention,
cessation support and implementation of evidence-based public health strategies. This integrated approach is
essential to reducing the future burden of nicotine addiction and tobacco-related disease.
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S Y M P O S I U M  1

The New Nicotine Frontier: Tobacco, Vaping, Oral Health and the
Evolving Risk Landscape

1 October · 13:30–15:00 · Grand Ballroom

Moderator: Dr Yuriko Harada

Professor Dr. Chris Bullen
The University of Auckland, New Zealand

B I O G R A P H Y

Dr. Chris Bullen is a public health physician and Professor of Public Health at the University of Auckland, New
Zealand, where he directs the Centre for Translational Health Research. He has led numerous large
pragmatic trials of smoking cessation interventions, contributed to three Cochrane reviews and successive
New Zealand Smoking Cessation Guidelines, and published more than 300 peer-reviewed papers, most on
smoking-related research. He is a past-President of the Society for Research on Nicotine & Tobacco, co-
chairs the Health Coalition Aotearoa Smokefree Expert Advisory Group, and co-chairs the ASEAN Board on
Smoking Cessation. He has collaborated with colleagues in Malaysia on smoking cessation research and
health-worker training for over a decade.

A B S T R A C T

Vapor Trails and Policy Walls: Dual Use and Regulatory Gaps

The rapid growth in e-cigarette use (vaping) in Malaysia and most other countries around the world over
the past decade is an issue of public health concern. While smoking remains the greater public health
challenge, vaping, often in conjunction with smoking ("dual use") and the health effects that arise, should
not be downplayed. The impacts from vaping on individual and population health are what I refer to as
'vapor trails'; whereas 'policy walls' are the laws, regulations, enforcement and clinical care required to
tackle the problem at multiple levels. In this presentation I will outline the epidemiological and clinical
evidence of harm from vaping and especially dual use, and provide evidence in support of my contention
that it is the misalignment between the vapor trails and policy walls that has led to the many gaps,
asymmetries, incoherence, and barriers to support quitting. Oral health is often regarded as the 'canary in
the coalmine' of emerging health issues, and vaping is no exception. Oral health professionals therefore
have a vital role to play, not only in offering the best clinical care possible but also in bearing witness to
the health impacts of vaping and smoking (the 'vapor trails') and advocating for the erection of effective
'policy walls' that will prevent harm and ensure evidence-based support is available for people to quit
both smoking and vaping.
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S Y M P O S I U M  1

The New Nicotine Frontier: Tobacco, Vaping, Oral Health and the
Evolving Risk Landscape

1 October · 13:30–15:00 · Grand Ballroom

Moderator: Dr Yuriko Harada

Dr. Muhammad Zulkefli Ramlay
Ministry of Health, Malaysia

B I O G R A P H Y

Dr. Muhammad Zulkefli Ramlay is the Deputy Director and Head of the Oral Health Promotion Branch at the Oral
Health Programme, Ministry of Health Malaysia. Gazetted as a Dental Public Health Specialist since 2016, he
obtained his dental degree from the University of Malaya (UM) in 2005, and subsequently completed his
Master's and doctoral degrees in Dental Public Health at Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) in 2012 and 2015,
respectively. He was part of the core team that planned and developed the Smoking Prevention, Screening, and
Intervention Program for Schoolchildren (Program KOTAK) in 2015. In addition, he serves as the KOTAK
Program Coordinator for three states (Pahang, Negeri Sembilan, and Selangor) and leads the national review
team for the program's guidelines. He has also contributed significantly to the development of various other
national-level guidelines for the ministry's dental services.

A B S T R A C T

A Decade of the KOTAK Program: Strengthening Tobacco Control through School
Dental Services in Malaysia (2016–2026)

Smoking remains a significant public health challenge, with initiation often occurring during adolescence. In
alignment with the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) and the National Strategic Plan for
Tobacco Control 2015–2020, the Ministry of Health Malaysia launched a smoking prevention, screening, and
intervention program for schoolchildren, namely the KOTAK Program (Kesihatan Oral Tanpa Amalan Merokok),
in 2016. This initiative integrates tobacco screening and intervention into the existing School Dental Service,
targeting students from Primary 1 to Secondary 5 (spanning an 11-year schooling period). Over the past decade,
the program has evolved from a 28-school pilot to a nationwide implementation involving collaboration between
the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Education. The KOTAK framework encompasses three core
components: integrated health education, smoking screening (via clinical oral signs or student self-disclosure),
and behavioral interventions. As of 2025, the program has achieved a massive reach, screening over 4.7 million
students across 7,875 primary schools and 2,520 secondary schools. While smoking prevalence remains low in
primary schools (<0.1%), screenings in secondary schools consistently identify current smokers at rates of
1.92%–4.07%. Intervention outcomes indicate variable success, with quit rates reaching up to 10.5% in
secondary school cohorts six months post-intervention. Despite its success, the program faces challenges such
as intervention time constraints and the rising threat of e-cigarettes. Moving forward, the program aims to re-
orient guidelines to include vaping, explore rapid cotinine testing, and strengthen collaboration with school
counselors. A decade of KOTAK demonstrates that dental practitioners are vital frontline facilitators in the
mission to achieve a tobacco-free generation by 2045.
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S Y M P O S I U M  2

Strengthening Public Health Impact through Education and Training

1 October · 13:30–15:00 · Vista 1 & 2

Moderator: Professor Dr Michelle Segarra

Professor Dr. Waranuch Pitiphat
Khon Kaen University, Thailand — President, SEAADE

B I O G R A P H Y

Dr. Waranuch Pitiphat is an epidemiologist and Dental Public Health Specialist at Khon Kaen University,
Thailand, where she previously served as Dean. She earned her DDS from Chulalongkorn University, a Master's
in Primary Health Care Management from Mahidol University, and an MSc and ScD in Epidemiology from
Harvard University, USA. Dr. Pitiphat currently serves as President of the South East Asia Association for Dental
Education (SEAADE) and is a member of the Board of Directors of the DeRouen Center for Global Oral Health at
the University of Washington, USA. She is a past president of both the Asian Academy of Preventive Dentistry
(AAPD) and the Thai Society of Public Health Dentistry. She also directs the "Clinical and Public Health
Research in Oral Health Training Program for Southeast Asia," a long-standing training initiative supported by
the National Institutes of Health, USA. With over 100 peer-reviewed publications, Dr. Pitiphat has made
significant contributions to the field and serves on the editorial boards of several leading dental journals,
including the Journal of Dental Research, JDR Clinical & Translational Research, Oral Diseases, and Odontology.
She has received numerous awards, including the Outstanding Government Official Award from the Office of
the Prime Minister of Thailand.

A B S T R A C T

Strengthening Public Health Impact through Education and Training: The SEAADE
Perspective

The global oral health agenda is undergoing a major shift, guided by the WHO Global Oral Health Action Plan
(2023–2030) and reaffirmed by the 2024 Bangkok Declaration. Translating these policy mandates into tangible
population health outcomes requires a socially accountable workforce embedded within primary healthcare. As
the regional authority on dental education, the South East Asia Association for Dental Education (SEAADE) plays
a pivotal role in aligning regional training with these public health needs. This presentation outlines how SEAADE
has revised regional core competencies for graduating dentists, providing a practical framework that member
institutions can use for curriculum reform. Key strategies focus on transitioning from restorative-heavy models
to preventive-centric competencies, integrating the Common Risk Factor Approach, and fostering
interprofessional collaboration across the dental team. Shifting clinical training into primary care environments
ensures students gain direct experience delivering equitable, community-focused care to underserved
populations. Ultimately, strengthening public health impact begins in the university setting. By uniting global
partnerships with international bodies like ADEA and ADEE with regional competency harmonization, SEAADE
provides a framework to ensure that tomorrow's dental graduates are equipped not only as skilled clinicians,
but as active public health leaders driving sustainable, preventive oral health across Asia.
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S Y M P O S I U M  2

Strengthening Public Health Impact through Education and Training

1 October · 13:30–15:00 · Vista 1 & 2

Moderator: Professor Dr Michelle Segarra

Professor Dr. Tammy Duangporn Duangthip
The Ohio State University, USA

B I O G R A P H Y

Dr. Tammy Duangporn Duangthip is Professor and Chair of the Division of Dental Public Health at The Ohio
State University College of Dentistry. She holds a Ph.D. and MSc in Dental Public Health from the University
of Hong Kong, a Dr. med. dent. from the University of Bern, and a DDS from Chulalongkorn University in
Thailand. She is a Fellow of both the Royal Australasian College of Dental Surgeons (FRACDS) and the Royal
College of Dental Surgeons of Thailand (FRCDT) in Dental Public Health. Recognized among the
Stanford/Elsevier Top 2% Scientists in 2025, Dr. Duangthip has authored more than 100 peer-reviewed
publications and has a Scopus H-index of 32. Her research spans community dental care, caries
management, and child oral health, with a strong focus on improving oral health equity. She serves as
Specialty Chief Editor for Frontiers in Dental Medicine and as Associate Editor for the International Dental
Journal, BMC Oral Health, and Frontiers in Oral Health. Dr. Duangthip is also a Past President of the IADR
Pediatric Oral Health Research Group and the Society of Preventive Dentistry of Hong Kong.

A B S T R A C T

Community-Based Dental Education: Lessons from the United States

Community-based dental education (CBDE) has become an important approach in dental training in the
United States, aiming to prepare future dentists to address population oral health needs and improve
access to care. By integrating education with real-world service settings, CBDE exposes students to
diverse communities and strengthens their understanding of social determinants of oral health. This
symposium presentation will discuss key lessons learned from CBDE models implemented in U.S. dental
schools. The presentation will highlight how partnerships between academic institutions and community
stakeholders create meaningful learning environments while expanding preventive oral health services
for underserved populations. Examples from community-based dental programs will illustrate how CBDE
enhances clinical competence, professional responsibility, and community engagement. In addition, the
talk will address practical considerations for implementing CBDE, including curriculum integration,
logistics, and sustainable community partnerships. Challenges such as resource limitations, and
alignment with accreditation expectations will be explored. The session will also discuss opportunities
and future research directions to strengthen CBDE globally as a pathway toward socially accountable
dental education and improved oral health equity.
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S Y M P O S I U M  2

Strengthening Public Health Impact through Education and Training

1 October · 13:30–15:00 · Vista 1 & 2

Moderator: Professor Dr Michelle Segarra

Professor Dr. Tuti Ningseh Mohd Dom
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia

B I O G R A P H Y

Dr. Tuti Ningseh Mohd Dom is is Professor of Dental Public Health and Dean of the Faculty of Dentistry at
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) and a specialist in Dental Public Health. She contributes to national
dental curricula and accreditation standards and plays an advisory role to the Ministry of Health Malaysia
(MOH) and the Academy of Sciences Malaysia (ASM) on population oral health matters. She leads
multidisciplinary teams and professional networks to strengthen oral health literacy and improve access for
vulnerable groups, including low-income families, people with disabilities, older adults, and individuals with
chronic conditions. She also serves as a grant reviewer for the Ministry of Higher Education. Dr Tuti is Past
Chairperson of the Malaysian Dental Deans Council and is a member of the Malaysian Dental Council.

A B S T R A C T

Building Public Health Leaders through DPH Specialist Training: The Malaysian
Experience

Dental Public Health (DPH) specialist training should contribute not only to specialist qualification, but
also to the development of leaders who can strengthen oral health systems. In Malaysia, DPH specialist
training follows a 1+3 pathway comprising a one-year Master in Dental Public Health followed by a three-
year Doctorate in Dental Public Health within the nationally recognised postgraduate dental specialty
framework. This presentation reflects on the Malaysian experience and considers how DPH specialist
training can be positioned as a pathway for leadership development in policy, services, research, and
education. The Master phase provides grounding in public health principles, epidemiology, and research
methods, while the doctoral phase strengthens more advanced competencies in programme planning,
evaluation, scholarship, and service leadership. The Malaysian experience suggests that the public health
value of DPH specialist training lies not only in producing specialists, but also in preparing professionals
who can respond to priorities such as inequity, population ageing, and stronger health system integration.
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S Y M P O S I U M  3

Caries Prevention in Children and Adolescents: Innovations and Policy
Implications

2 October · 10:15–11:45 · Grand Ballroom

Moderator: Professor Dr Shuguo Zheng

Professor Dr. Zamros Yuzadi Mohd Yusof
Universiti Malaya, Malaysia

B I O G R A P H Y

Dr. Zamros Yuzadi Mohd Yusof is Professor of Dental Public Health at the Faculty of Dentistry, Universiti
Malaya. He holds a Bachelor of Dental Surgery from Queen's University Belfast, a master's degree from
University College London, and a Diploma in Dental Public Health from the Royal College of Surgeons of
England, and completed his PhD at Universiti Malaya after eight years with the NHS UK. His research spans
the social determinants of oral health, the burden of oral disease, and the impact of community interventions
and policy on oral health and well-being. He has spent much of his career working with schools and
communities to prevent caries and promote oral health among children and adolescents, collaborating
closely with the Ministry of Health's Oral Health Programme. His work includes strengthening preschool and
rural school oral health programmes and developing a smartphone app for secondary schoolchildren. He is
active in postgraduate supervision and publishes widely in peer-reviewed journals.

A B S T R A C T

Advancing Oral Health among Adolescents: Impact of the MySmile® App in
Community School Settings

Children's oral health remains a fundamental aspect of overall well-being, affecting not only physical
health but also psychosocial health, learning, quality of life, and future success. Over the past twenty
years, evidence-based research has provided valuable insights into how early prevention, behavioural
modification, and community engagement can help reduce caries and gum disease, and improve
children's oral health. In this lecture, three evidence-based interventions for preschool, primary school,
and adolescent populations will be briefly mentioned, followed by detailed presentation of the
development and evaluation of The MySmile® app for secondary schoolchildren. The app was developed
using a user-centred approach and co-designed with input from adolescents to complement the School
Dental Service (SDS). We evaluated its effectiveness through a cluster-randomised controlled trial
involving secondary schoolchildren in Perak, with follow-ups at 4 and 12 weeks. The findings indicate
that co-designed digital behavioural interventions can improve adolescents' preventive practices, oral
hygiene, gum health, and caries-prevention efforts at the population level. Policy implications for scaling
digital health within national programmes will be highlighted.
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S Y M P O S I U M  3

Caries Prevention in Children and Adolescents: Innovations and Policy
Implications

2 October · 10:15–11:45 · Grand Ballroom

Moderator: Professor Dr Shuguo Zheng

Dr. Flora Chan Wai Ling
Society of Preventive Dentistry of Hong Kong

B I O G R A P H Y

Dr. Flora Chan is a private dental practitioner in Hong Kong and Chief Executive Officer of an NGO providing
special care dentistry services. She holds a Bachelor of Dental Surgery from the University of Hong Kong, a
Master of Science in Community Dentistry, and a PhD from HKU's Department of Applied Oral Sciences and
Community Dental Care, and is a Higher Trainee in Community Dentistry with the College of Dental Surgeons of
Hong Kong. She has served as a Councillor of the Hong Kong Dental Association since 2019, chairing its Oral
Health Education and Service Committee and its Women Dentists Committee, and is President of the Hong
Kong Society of Preventive Dentistry. She previously led the establishment of a new dental hygienist course at
the Vocational Training Council. Dr Chan also sits on the expert panel of the Hong Kong Primary Care Reference
Framework and the Oral Disease Commission of the Asia Pacific Dental Federation, contributing regionally to
community and preventive dentistry.

A B S T R A C T

From Research to Routine: The Evolution of Outreach Dental Care for Caries
Prevention in Hong Kong Preschool Children and the Transition to a Government-
Integrated Programme

According to Hong Kong's 2021 territory-wide Oral Health Survey, caries prevalence among 5-year-olds was
41.6%, down from 55% (2011) and 60% (2001) — attributable to government policies including water
fluoridation, kindergarten oral health education, and the School Dental Care Service, alongside outreach
programmes using Silver Diamine Fluoride (SDF) to arrest Early Childhood Caries (ECC). Beginning as a small
university research project funded by government grants in 2008, the outreach service expanded to 50
kindergartens (2010–2013) then 100 (2013–2016) via competitive research funding and industry support,
becoming territory-wide in 2019 when the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust funded the Jockey Club
Children Oral Health Project (JCCOHP), extending coverage to over 900 kindergartens. Beyond screening and
intervention, it incorporates oral health education for long-term reductions in caries prevalence. Having
demonstrated its effectiveness, the JCCOHP concluded at the end of the 2025–2026 school year; the
Department of Health then launched the Outreach Oral Health Programme for Pre-school Children (OOHP) in
September 2026, adopting the same delivery model — transitioning outreach dental services and oral health
education into a recurrent government measure, overseen by the Department of Health and delivered by a
panel of NGOs each operating at least one dental clinic. The presenter has been part of this journey as an
outreach dentist, a researcher on SDF's effectiveness in managing ECC, CEO of an OOHP-participating NGO,
and President of the Society of Preventive Dentistry of Hong Kong. Hong Kong's experience shows how clinical
evidence and philanthropic investment can drive lasting policy change, embedding preventive preschool dental
care into the public health system as a model for sustainable, community-based caries prevention. Next steps,
emerging challenges, and new opportunities — including for children with special needs — will also be
discussed.
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S Y M P O S I U M  3

Caries Prevention in Children and Adolescents: Innovations and Policy
Implications

2 October · 10:15–11:45 · Grand Ballroom

Moderator: Professor Dr Shuguo Zheng

Dr. Irene Adyatmaka
Christian Maranatha University, Indonesia

B I O G R A P H Y

Dr. Irene Adyatmaka, DDS, PhD, is a public health dentist and preventive dentistry expert with an international
profile in oral health leadership. She is Director of the Global Oral Health Interest Group at the Consortium of
Universities for Global Health (CUGH), Secretary for International Affairs of the Indonesian Dental Association
(PB PDGI), and Senior Researcher at Universitas Indonesia. Her contributions to preventive dentistry include
developing Dental Immunisation, a preventive oral healthcare model granted Intellectual Property Rights, and
the Irene Donut Caries Risk Simulator, an evidence-based caries-risk assessment tool for preschool children.
Her doctoral research on school-based caries prevention was adopted as national oral health policy by
Indonesia's Ministry of Health, and she has been an invited speaker at international forums including Harvard
University, King's College London, and IADR.

A B S T R A C T

The Next Challenge in Caries Prevention: From Evidence to Implementation —
Operationalizing School-Based Caries Prevention in Indonesia

Over the past decades, substantial progress has been made in identifying effective strategies for
preventing dental caries in children and adolescents. Many countries have translated this evidence into
national policies and school oral health programmes. However, successful implementation at scale
remains a major challenge. Using Indonesia as a case study, this presentation explores the transition from
evidence and policy to routine implementation of school-based caries prevention. Indonesia has
established national policies supporting preventive oral health in schools, yet translating policy into
consistent daily practice across diverse settings requires more than clinical evidence alone. The
presentation will discuss key implementation challenges, including workforce readiness, stakeholder
engagement, programme standardization, monitoring, and sustainability. It will also share practical
lessons on how preventive interventions can be integrated into existing school health systems while
remaining adaptable to local contexts. The future of caries prevention depends not only on discovering
effective interventions but also on implementing them consistently, sustainably, and at scale. Indonesia's
experience highlights the importance of implementation science as the next frontier in preventive
dentistry and offers practical insights that may be applicable to other countries in the Asia-Pacific region.
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S Y M P O S I U M  4

Transforming Preventive Dentistry through Digital Health Technologies

2 October · 10:15–11:45 · Vista 1 & 2

Moderator: Professor Dr Chun Hung Chu

Professor Dr. Ollie Yiru Yu
The University of Hong Kong

B I O G R A P H Y

Dr. Ollie Yu is the Assistant Dean in Knowledge Exchange and a Clinical Assistant Professor in Cariology at
the Faculty of Dentistry, The University of Hong Kong. She holds fellowships from several professional
colleges (FDS RCSEd; FDS RCS Eng; FDS RCPS(Glasg); FHEA; FICD). Dr Yu has been recognized as one of
the World's Top 2% scientists on the Stanford/Elsevier List and has authored over 90 articles in peer-
reviewed international journals. Her team has presented more than 40 studies at international conferences
and received multiple prestige awards such as the IADR Innovation in Oral Care Award, IADR Colgate
Research in Prevention Travel Award, IADR Cariology Research Group Award, AAPD Outstanding Researcher
Award, IADR-SEA Research Category Award, and SEAADE Innovation Award. She serves as Assistant
Specialty Chief Editor of Frontiers in Oral Health, and is an editorial board member of BMC Oral Health and
Scientific Reports. She also serves as the Vice President of the Society of Preventive Dentistry of Hong Kong.
She has been invited to deliver lectures and workshops at international and regional conferences. Her clinical
and research interests focus on caries detection, minimal intervention dentistry, and digital dentistry and
artificial intelligence for caries control.

A B S T R A C T

How AI is Shaping the Future of Primary Dental Disease Prevention

The high prevalence of preventable oral diseases highlights the limitations of traditional, treatment-
oriented dental care. Artificial intelligence (AI) offers an opportunity for a paradigm shift, moving the
focus from reactive intervention to proactive prevention. By leveraging machine learning, AI analyzes
vast datasets such as clinical images, health records, behavioral patterns, and lifestyle factors to
generate highly accurate, personalized data for risk assessments. This data-driven approach enables
targeted preventive interventions tailored to individual needs. This evolution promises not only to improve
oral health outcomes but also to reduce long-term healthcare costs by prioritizing health maintenance.
This lecture will explore AI's key applications and impact in primary dental disease prevention.
Additionally, the current barriers of clinical implementation, including ethical and integration challenges,
and future perspectives for AI-driven preventive oral healthcare will be discussed.

30 SEPTEMBER – 2 OCTOBER 2026 · KOTA KINABALU 44

18ᵗʰ  ICAAPD 2026 I N V I T E D  S P E A K E R  B I O G R A P H Y  &  A B S T R A C T
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Transforming Preventive Dentistry through Digital Health Technologies

2 October · 10:15–11:45 · Vista 1 & 2

Moderator: Professor Dr Chu Chun Hong

Associate Professor Dr. Hoang Trong Hung
Pham Ngoc Thach University of Medicine, Vietnam

B I O G R A P H Y

Dr. Hoang Trong Hung, DDS, MSc, PhD, FICD, is Vice-Dean, Faculty of Dentistry, and Director, Oral Health
Academic Center, at Pham Ngoc Thach University of Medicine, Vietnam. He currently serves as Regent of
Vietnam ICD Region 31, Vice-President of the Vietnam Odonto-Stomatological Association (VOSA), Vice-
President of the Ho Chi Minh City Odonto-Stomatological Association (HOSA), Immediate Past President of
the IADR Southeast Asia Division and Councilor of the Southeast Asia Association for Dental Education
(SEAADE). He obtained his DDS in 1995, MSc in 2003, and PhD in 2017. His main research interests include
oral disease epidemiology, preventive dentistry, behavioral sciences in oral health, and dental education.
More recently, his work has expanded into digital and AI innovations in public health dentistry, including the
development of VOSER, SegmentAnyTooth, and AI-driven models for caries detection and orthodontic
assessment. He has been an invited speaker at numerous national and international conferences and has
received several international awards for his scientific contributions.

A B S T R A C T

Digital Tech & AI in Preventive Dentistry: Perspectives from Contemporary Dental
Education Curriculum

Digital technology and artificial intelligence (AI) are redefining preventive dentistry and transforming how
future dentists must be trained. This lecture discusses how contemporary dental curricula should
integrate digital tools and AI-driven approaches to strengthen risk-based, early, and personalized
prevention. From AI-assisted caries detection and predictive analytics to digital epidemiology and
teledentistry, emerging technologies enable more accurate diagnosis, better risk stratification, and data-
informed decision-making. However, meaningful impact depends on structured curricular integration —
not merely technological exposure. Drawing on regional curriculum innovation experiences, the lecture
outlines key competency domains: digital literacy, AI-supported clinical reasoning, preventive care
planning frameworks (e.g., risk-based models), data ethics, and interprofessional collaboration —
especially in managing non-communicable diseases. Aligned with the WHO Oral Health Action Plan 2030,
this session emphasizes that AI in preventive dentistry represents a paradigm shift in education. The
future preventive dentist must be digitally competent, ethically grounded, and system-oriented to lead
sustainable oral health transformation.
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S Y M P O S I U M  4

Transforming Preventive Dentistry through Digital Health Technologies

2 October · 10:15–11:45 · Vista 1 & 2

Moderator: Professor Dr Chu Chun Hong

Professor Emeritus Dr. Rosnah Md Zain
MAHSA University, Malaysia

B I O G R A P H Y

Professor Emeritus Dr. Rosnah Zain is a clinician-scientist specialising in oral pathology and oral medicine,
with a research focus on oral mucosal lesions and oral cancer. She has contributed to the standardisation of
diagnostic criteria, early detection strategies, and translational research in oral oncology, and in recent years
has led work integrating digital technologies and artificial intelligence into oral cancer screening, diagnosis
and education, including AI-driven mobile-based screening platforms. A former Dean of the Faculty of
Dentistry at both Universiti Malaya (2010–2014) and MAHSA University (2017–2023), she currently serves as
Deputy Vice Chancellor (Research, Innovation & Enterprise) at MAHSA University, and was conferred the title
of Professor Emeritus from University of Malaya in December 2024.

A B S T R A C T

Digital Health Technologies for Early Detection of Oral Cancer: Opportunities,
Challenges and Future Directions

Oral cancer remains a major global health challenge, with high morbidity and mortality largely resulting
from delayed diagnosis. Although the oral cavity is readily accessible for examination, many patients
continue to present with advanced disease, particularly in low- and middle-income countries where
access to specialist care is limited. Early recognition of oral potentially malignant disorders (OPMDs) and
early oral cancer remains the key strategy for improving patient outcomes. Advances in digital health
technologies are creating new opportunities to support prevention, facilitate earlier detection, and
improve access to timely care. This presentation provides an overview of how digital technologies are
transforming oral cancer prevention and early detection. Smartphone-based intraoral imaging, tele-
dentistry, artificial intelligence (AI), digital pathology, cloud-based referral systems, and mobile health
(mHealth) applications are improving screening, referral, diagnosis, and follow-up care. These
technologies can support more consistent clinical decision-making, strengthen referral pathways, and
extend specialist expertise to underserved communities. Using examples from Malaysia and the ASEAN
region, the presentation will further highlight how digital innovations are being applied to community
screening and clinical practice. It will also discuss key challenges, including technology validation, ethical
and regulatory considerations, digital inequity, and workforce readiness. Finally, future developments
such as integrated digital health systems, predictive analytics, digital biomarkers, and precision
prevention will be explored. Used responsibly alongside evidence-based clinical practice, digital health
technologies have the potential to strengthen preventive dentistry, promote earlier detection, and
improve outcomes for patients with oral cancer.
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18TH ICAAPD 2026

S Y M P O S I U M  5

Advancing Oral Health Literacy and Population Health

2 October · 13:45–15:15 · Grand Ballroom

Moderator: Professor Dr Waranuch Pitiphat

Associate Professor Dr. Wong Mun Loke
National University of Singapore

B I O G R A P H Y

Dr. Wong Mun Loke is Associate Professor and has been involved in dental education for over two decades.
He is Vice Dean (Education) at the Faculty of Dentistry, National University of Singapore, where he oversees
the design, planning and review of the Bachelor of Dental Surgery curriculum, and teaches undergraduate
Dental Public Health and Behavioural Science. His interests centre on applying preventive dentistry and
behavioural science in clinical practice to promote oral health. At the postgraduate level, he played an
instrumental role in developing the Graduate Diploma in Geriatric Dentistry, launched in 2019, and serves as a
Council Member of the South East Asia Dental Education Association (SEAADE). He is also active in
advancing inter-professional education in healthcare training, contributing to the communication courses in
NUS's Common Curriculum for Health Professional Education, which spans Medicine, Nursing, Pharmacy and
Dentistry. In his current role as Associate Provost (Integrated Education), he works on how formal and
informal curricula can complement each other to enhance students' holistic educational experience across
the University.

A B S T R A C T

Oral Health Literacy and its Value Proposition for Oral Health Promotion

Dental caries and periodontal disease remain the two most common oral diseases which affect the
population. Poor oral health can exert a significant impact on the overall wellbeing of individuals. The
promotion of oral health and prevention of oral diseases is therefore pivotal in helping individuals and
populations embrace holistic health. Oral health literacy is an important part of overarching public health
strategies to promote oral health. This presentation revisits the concept of oral health literacy, highlights
its value in the context of oral health promotion and key considerations in advancing oral health literacy
among individuals and populations.
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S Y M P O S I U M  5

Advancing Oral Health Literacy and Population Health

2 October · 13:45–15:15 · Grand Ballroom

Moderator: Professor Dr Waranuch Pitiphat

Dr. Melissa Adiatman
Universitas Indonesia

B I O G R A P H Y

Dr. Melissa Adiatman, PhD, in the Department of Dental Public Health and Preventive Dentistry, Faculty of
Dentistry, Universitas Indonesia. She holds a PhD in Oral Health Promotion from Tokyo Medical and Dental
University, Japan, where her research focused on geriatric oral health, recognised with the IADR's J. Morita
Junior Investigator Award for Geriatric Oral Research. Her work spans oral health promotion, gerodontology,
preventive and behavioural dentistry, oral health literacy, epidemiology, and health services research, with
recent work addressing healthy ageing, access to essential oral healthcare, and the integration of oral health
into broader health systems. She is Past President of the Asian Academy of Preventive Dentistry (2025–2026)
and current Chair of the Indonesian Association of Dental Public Health and Preventive Dentistry.

A B S T R A C T

From Information to Action: Oral Health Literacy for Healthier Populations in the
Digital Age

Oral health literacy is increasingly recognized as an important determinant of oral health and a foundation for
effective prevention. Beyond the ability to read or understand health information, contemporary health literacy
encompasses the capacity to access, understand, critically appraise, and use information and services to make
appropriate health decisions. Importantly, these abilities are shaped not only by individuals, but also by the
responsiveness of healthcare organizations, communities, and information environments. Evidence increasingly
links oral health literacy with preventive behaviours, healthcare utilization, and oral health outcomes across the
life course. Recent findings among independent older adults in Indonesia using the Health Literacy in Dentistry-
29 (HeLD-29) similarly demonstrate associations between oral health literacy, sociodemographic
characteristics, oral health behaviours, and clinical oral health status. Such findings reinforce the need to move
beyond conventional health education towards communication and services that enable people to translate
knowledge into action. The digital environment adds a new dimension to this challenge. Social media provides
unprecedented access to oral health information while simultaneously exposing populations to misinformation,
commercial influence, and content of variable quality. Emerging concepts such as social media oral health
literacy, and instruments including the Social Media Oral Health Literacy Questionnaire (SMOHLQ), emphasize
the ability to access and understand digital information, critically assess its credibility, and determine whether it
should influence behaviour. This presentation proposes an adapted translational framework — Access,
Understand, Appraise, Act and Enable — for translating oral health literacy into population health. It will explore
practical opportunities through professional communication, community-based prevention, digital platforms,
and health-literate services. In alignment with the WHO Global Oral Health Action Plan 2023–2030,
strengthening oral health literacy should be viewed not merely as patient education, but as a strategic
component of prevention, equity, primary healthcare, and healthier populations.
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S Y M P O S I U M  5

Advancing Oral Health Literacy and Population Health

2 October · 13:45–15:15 · Grand Ballroom

Moderator: Professor Dr Waranuch Pitiphat

Dr. Habibah Yaacob
Oral Health Programme, Ministry of Health Malaysia

B I O G R A P H Y

Dr. Habibah Yacob is a Consultant Dental Public Health Specialist and currently serves as the Director of the
Oral Health Policy and Strategic Planning Division, Oral Health Programme, Ministry of Health Malaysia. She
obtained her Bachelor of Dental Surgery degree in 1993 and a Master of Community Medicine (Oral Health) in
2006 from Universiti Sains Malaysia. With extensive experience in dental public health, epidemiology, health
systems research, and biostatistics, Dr. Habibah has played a pivotal role in strengthening evidence-based
oral health policy and strategic planning in Malaysia. Among her notable achievements are the development
and validation of the Malaysia Oral Health Literacy Index and related training modules, which have
strengthened the assessment and promotion of oral health literacy at the population level. Her current work
focuses on the formulation, implementation, and evaluation of the National Oral Health Policy and Plan for
Malaysia 2021–2030, the Action Plan for the Oral Health Programme 2026–2030, and the integration of
evidence-based, person-centered, and equity-oriented approaches to oral health service delivery.

A B S T R A C T

Advancing Oral Health Literacy and Population Health

Oral health literacy plays a critical role in improving population health by empowering individuals to
understand, access, and utilize dental care effectively. This paper explores strategies to advance oral
health literacy through education, community engagement, and healthcare integration. Emphasizing the
importance of clear communication and culturally sensitive approaches, it highlights how enhanced
literacy can lead to better prevention, early detection, and management of oral diseases. The paper also
discusses policy initiatives and collaborative efforts needed to reduce disparities in oral health outcomes
across diverse populations. By promoting oral health literacy, communities can achieve improved overall
health, reduced healthcare costs, and enhanced quality of life.
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S Y M P O S I U M  6

Preventive Dentistry for Ageing Population: Ensuring Quality of Life
and Independence

2 October · 13:45–15:15 · Vista 1 & 2

Moderator: Professor Dr Hiroshi Ogawa

Professor Dr. Sri Susilawati
Universitas Padjadjaran, Indonesia

B I O G R A P H Y

Dr. Sri Susilawati, drg., M.Kes, is Professor of Dental Public Health at the Faculty of Dentistry, Universitas
Padjadjaran. Her research interests encompass preventive dentistry, community oral health, and their
association with quality of life, with a primary focus on school-aged children and older adults as target
populations. These research findings have been published in international/national journals, presented at
scientific conferences and academic forums, and have contributed to the publication of several reference
books. She is currently undertaking research on the development of a digital application utilizing machine
learning algorithms for the early detection of tooth loss among older adults based on identified risk factors.
Beyond research activities, her involvement extends to the development of the National Oral Health Plan and
the formulation of national oral health policy documents. She is engaged in community service initiatives,
including the delivery of oral health education programs for older adults through various media platforms. She
plays an active role in the development of national competency standards for dentists and serves as Chair of
the Quality and Accreditation Division of the Indonesian Dental Association.

A B S T R A C T

Preventive Dentistry for Older Adults: Aligning Oral Health with Indonesia's Health
Transformation

Indonesia is experiencing a rapid demographic transition, with a steadily growing older adult population that has
increased the demand for comprehensive oral healthcare. Recent findings from the Indonesian Health Survey
and the National Free Health Check/Screening Program reveal a substantial burden of oral diseases among
older adults, particularly dental caries, periodontal disease, tooth loss, and unmet treatment needs, all of which
significantly affect nutrition, systemic health, functional ability, and quality of life. Recognizing these challenges,
Indonesia's National Oral Health Action Plan 2026–2030 has established a target to ensure that at least 50% of
the population, including older adults, has access to essential oral healthcare services. Aligned with Indonesia's
Health Transformation Agenda, achieving optimal oral health among older adults is guided by four strategic
pillars, including health promotion and disease prevention, strengthening oral healthcare services, governance,
workforce development and sustainable financing, as well as health information systems and research.
Implementation of this strategy has been driven by strong collaboration among government agencies,
professional organizations, universities, healthcare providers, schools, communities, and other stakeholders.
This collaborative approach has strengthened the integration of preventive oral healthcare into primary
healthcare services and community-based oral health programmes, fostering shared responsibility for
improving oral health outcomes among older adults. Strengthening preventive dentistry through integrated
health system transformation represents a sustainable pathway towards improving oral health among older
adults. Indonesia's experience offers valuable insights into how prevention-oriented policies and multisectoral
collaboration can strengthen oral health systems and support healthy ageing.

30 SEPTEMBER – 2 OCTOBER 2026 · KOTA KINABALU 50

18ᵗʰ  ICAAPD 2026 I N V I T E D  S P E A K E R  B I O G R A P H Y  &  A B S T R A C T



S Y M P O S I U M  6

Preventive Dentistry for Ageing Population: Ensuring Quality of Life
and Independence

2 October · 13:45–15:15 · Vista 1 & 2

Moderator: Professor Dr Hiroshi Ogawa

Professor Dr. Michelle Segarra
University of the Philippines College of Dentistry

B I O G R A P H Y

Dr. Michelle Segarra is Professor and Dean of the University of the Philippines College of Dentistry, where
she has been a faculty member since 1992. She holds a PhD in Dental Sciences (Cariology and Operative
Dentistry) from Tokyo Medical and Dental University, completed under Professor Junji Tagami, and her
research centres on optical coherence tomography for diagnosing enamel cracks, alongside work on calcium
phosphate technologies and fluoride for remineralisation, preventive dentistry, and teeth whitening. She has
been in private general dental practice since 1992, with a focus on adhesive restorations and paediatric
patients, and lectures widely on cariology, adhesive dentistry and preventive dentistry.

A B S T R A C T

Caring for Oral Health and Improving the Quality of Life Among the Elderly in the
Philippines

2025 data shows that there are 10.9 million senior citizens (60 years old and above) in the Philippines.
This is 9.6% of the country's 113.7 million population. The Philippines is approaching an aging society and
it is predicted that there will be 23.7 million elderly by 2050. It is thus important that the Philippines set up
programs for the oral health of the aging population. Common health problems among the elderly include
periodontal diseases, root caries, dry mouth, tooth loss and dentures, oral cancer among others, which
are compounded by limited access to dental care and financial constraints. Data from the Economic
Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia in 2019 shows that 32% of older Filipinos suffer from
complete tooth loss, with the rate climbing higher among older individuals; only 60% of those with no
remaining teeth have dentures; and many elderly, especially those who are institutionalized, have high
rates of untreated caries. A published study in 2024 shows that periodontal disease affects 83.58% of
Filipinos aged 65 to 74. As poor oral health affects quality of life, the government and private sectors
including dental academic institutions are setting up programs and interventions to improve the elderly
population's quality of life. The inclusion of oral health services in the Universal Health Care (UHC) Act
(Republic Act 11223) and alliances between organizations such as the National Commission of Senior
Citizens (NCSC) and the Philippine Dental Organizations will ensure that oral healthcare is integrated into
overall health towards elderly well-being. Accessibility and awareness programs are being advocated. In
the academic setting, geriatric dentistry and special care dentistry have been integrated in the
undergraduate dental curriculum since 2018. This brief presentation will discuss in detail the oral health
status of the elderly in the Philippines and the actions being done to improve their oral health and their
quality of life.
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S Y M P O S I U M  6

Preventive Dentistry for Ageing Population: Ensuring Quality of Life
and Independence

2 October · 13:45–15:15 · Vista 1 & 2

Moderator: Professor Dr Hiroshi Ogawa

Professor Dr. Youn-Hee Choi
Kyungpook National University, Korea — President, KAPDOH

B I O G R A P H Y

Dr. Youn-Hee Choi is Professor and Dean at Kyungpook National University School of Dentistry, Republic of
Korea, and President of the Korean Academy of Preventive Dentistry and Oral Health. She holds a PhD in
Epidemiology from the University of South Carolina, USA, and a PhD/MPH in Public Health from Yonsei
University, Korea. Her research focuses on the epidemiological links between oral disease and systemic
health, with particular emphasis on aging populations, oral frailty, and cognitive function, drawing on large-
scale national oral health surveys and health insurance data. She is active in international professional
organisations including the FDI World Dental Federation, and has received national recognition for her
contributions to public oral health, including honours from Korea's Disease Control and Prevention Agency.

A B S T R A C T

Oral Frailty and Hypofunction in Korea's Super-Aging Society: Current Status and
Perspective

Korea, like many countries worldwide, has entered a super-aging society, with a rapidly growing older
population and rising socioeconomic burden. Remarkably, Korea reached an aging society (7% of the
population aged 65 or older) in 2000, and is projected to transition from an aged society (14%) to a
super-aged society in just 7–8 years — an unprecedented pace in human history. This rapid demographic
shift underscores the urgent need to address factors that influence health and functional independence
in later life. Oral frailty and oral hypofunction have recently been defined as important clinical conditions
reflecting declines in oral function. These conditions are closely associated with general frailty and
systemic health, and have become key determinants of healthy aging and quality of life. Maintaining oral
function is therefore essential for preventing frailty and supporting active and independent living among
older adults. From a broader perspective, concepts such as anti-aging and healthy longevity have gained
increasing attention. Preventing oral frailty is emerging as a key component of these strategies,
contributing not only to maintaining oral function but also to promoting overall functional health and
longevity. Effective prevention requires not only individual efforts but also comprehensive approaches at
the community and national levels. In particular, integrated strategies within public oral health, along with
active involvement of dental professionals, including dentists and dental hygienists, are essential to
manage and prevent oral functional decline in a super-aging society. Addressing oral frailty and
hypofunction through multidisciplinary and population-based strategies is therefore crucial for supporting
healthy aging, preserving functional independence, and improving quality of life among older adults in
Korea's rapidly aging society.

30 SEPTEMBER – 2 OCTOBER 2026 · KOTA KINABALU 52

18ᵗʰ  ICAAPD 2026 I N V I T E D  S P E A K E R  B I O G R A P H Y  &  A B S T R A C T



O R A L  A N D  P O S T E R  P R E S E N T A T I O N S

30 SEPTEMBER – 2 OCTOBER 2026 · KOTA KINABALU 53

18ᵗʰ  ICAAPD 2026

Abstract List

P R E S E N T A T I O N  S E S S I O N S

01 Wednesday, 30 September · 14:30–16:30
Oral Presentation 1 (3MT), 2 and 3 · Event rooms 1, 2 and 3

02 Thursday, 1 October · 15:30–17:30
Oral Presentation 4, 5 and 6 · Vista 1, Vista 2 and Event 1
Poster Presentation 1, 2 and 3 · Level 1 Foyer

03 Friday, 2 October · 08:00–10:00
Oral Presentation 7, 8 and 9 · Vista 1, Vista 2 and Event 1
Poster Presentation 4, 5 and 6 · Level 1 Foyer

L I S T  O F  A B S T R A C T S

Important Note: 
The list of abstract presenters is subject to change. Please click the button below or scan the QR code below for the updated list.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1MUiqZgZPwPCQX98rafcyrqVgslPHZwpx?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1MUiqZgZPwPCQX98rafcyrqVgslPHZwpx?usp=drive_link


ORAL SESSION 1 - 3-MINUTE THESIS (3MT)
30 September 2026

No Presenters ID Timing Presenter’s Name Research Title

1 3M1
2.30pm -
2.33pm

Zixiali
Lithium Mouthwash for Preventing
Radiotherapy-induced Oral Mucositis and
Taste Dysfunction in HNC: Phase I/II Trial

2 3M2
2.35pm -
2.38pm

Muhammad Khairil
Affandy Rosli

A Deal Worth Making? Stakeholder
Perspectives on Publicly Funded Oral
Healthcare in Malaysia

3 3M3
2.40pm -
2.43pm

Nur Izzah Shapiee
Supportive Care and Survivorship Policy
Gaps for Malaysian Head and Neck
Cancer Survivors: Asian Lens

4 3M4
2.45pm -
2.48pm

Afiqah Aiman
Saperi

More Than Just Brushing Teeth, How
Caregivers Shape Oral Health in Older
Adults

5 3M5
2.50pm -
2.53pm

Nor Najiah Shaari
The Missing Piece in Diabetes Care:
Lessons from a Scoping Review of Oral
Health Integration

6 3M6
2.55pm -
2.58pm

Ruhaini Sabron
Developing STEP-5S: A Theory-Guided
Parent-Targeted Framework for
Supervised Toothbrushing

7 3M7
3.00pm -
3.03pm

Nurfazlina Rosman
The Magic Silver Bullet: Does Frequency
Matter?

8 3M8
3.05pm -
3.08pm

Kim, Gi-youn
Factors Associated with Dental Caries
among 12-Year-Old Children: 2024
KNCOHS

9 3M9
3.10pm -
3.13pm

Choi Tae Jae
A Study on the Effects of Dendropanax
morbifera Extract on Improving Gingival
Health

10 3M10
3.20pm -
3.23pm

Anis Nadhia Roslan
The Digital Dental Advertising Dilemma:
Balancing Marketing and Professional
Ethics

11 3M11
3.25pm -
3.28pm

Nur Dini Mohd
Zawawi

Factors Influencing Out-of-Pocket
Payment Decisions for Private Dental
Care in Malaysia: An Exploratory
Qualitative Study

30 SEPTEMBER – 2 OCTOBER 2026 · KOTA KINABALU 54

18ᵗʰ  ICAAPD 2026 L I S T  O F  A B S T R A C T S

A B S T R A C T S  L I S T

Oral Presentation



ORAL SESSION 2
30 September 2026

No Presenters ID Timing Presenter’s Name Research Title

1 OP1
2.30pm -
2.39pm

Chaoning Zhan
Disrupted Sensory Innervation Impairs
Bone Repair in Diabetes-Related
Periodontitis

2 OP2
2.40pm -
2.49pm

Zhengyan Yang

Untargeted Metabolomic Analysis
Reveals the Mechanisms of Fluoride
Application in Early Childhood Caries
Prevention

3 OP3
2.50pm -
2.59pm

Yang Jielin
Clinical and Microbiome Effects of
Chlorine Dioxide Mouthwash in Gingivitis:
A Randomized Controlled Trial

4 OP4
3.00pm -
3.09pm

Fei Teng
Toward Precision Preventive Dentistry:
Age-Specific and Divergent Microbial Risk
Profiles for Caries and Periodontitis

5 OP5
3.10pm -
3.19pm

Boyu Ning
Modulatory Role of Magnesium in
Fluoride-Induced Enamel Lesion
Remineralization

6 OP6
3.20pm -
3.29pm

He Yuzhengqiu
Effects of Fluoride-Containing Coating
Agents Combined with Icon on Enamel
White Spot Lesions Treatment

7 OP7
3.30pm -
3.39pm

Nanyu Zhang
Microbial and Functional Characteristics
of Extrinsic Black Stain on Primary
Dentition

8 OP8
3.40pm -
3.49pm

Olenka Yomira
Valenzuela Torres

Association between Dietary Intake and
Volatile Sulfur Compound Levels in
Diabetic Patients with Periodontitis

9 OP9 3.50pm -
3.59pm

Xuefei Chen
Functional Evaluation of Coral-Derived
Biomaterials for Early Root Caries
Management
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ORAL SESSION 3
30 September 2026

No Presenters ID Timing Presenter’s Name Research Title

1 OP11
2.30pm -
2.39pm

Xiaoli Zeng
Intervention Effect of Risk-Stratified
Caries Management in 3-Year-Old
Children

2 OP12
2.40pm -
2.49pm

Jiang Chloe Meng
Comparative Infodemiological Analysis
on Public Perceptions of Fluoride: TikTok
vs Douyin

3 OP13
2.50pm -
2.59pm

Al-Imran Shahrul
Naing

Oral Hygiene during Fixed Appliance
Treatment: A TikTok and Youtube
Netnography

4 OP16
3.00pm -
3.09pm

Ruzawani Ruslan

Tobacco Use Patterns, Smoking
Behaviour, and Cessation Attempts
Among Malaysian Armed Forces
Personnel

5 OP17
3.10pm -
3.19pm

Pang Khyun Lee
Patient Perception towards Dental Visits
during COVID l-19 Pandemic: A Cross
Sectional Study

6 OP18
3.20pm -
3.29pm

Risqa Rina Darwita
Dietary Pattern as a Risk Factor for
Dental Caries among Primary School
Children

7 OP53
3.30pm -
3.39pm

Geraldo Hendri

Teacher Empowerment Training for
Dental Health Education Using Pop-Up
Books and Snakes-Ladders at SRMP
Cimahi

8 OP70
3.40pm -
3.49pm

Nur Adilah Mohd
Nor

A Survey on the Competency of Dental
Officers in Orthodontic Referral

9 OP71
3.50pm -
3.59pm

Sandra I. Batua
Access as Prevention: PWD Accessibility
Audits at the University of the Philippines
College of Dentistry

30 SEPTEMBER – 2 OCTOBER 2026 · KOTA KINABALU 56

18ᵗʰ  ICAAPD 2026 L I S T  O F  A B S T R A C T S

A B S T R A C T S  L I S T

Oral Presentation



ORAL SESSION 4
01 October 2026

No Presenters ID Timing Presenter’s Name Research Title

1 OP20
3.30pm -
3.39pm

Wang Jingyu

Characterising Respiratory Pathogen
Profiles on Removable Prostheses with
Different Hygiene Status in Long-Term
Care Facilities

2 OP21
3.40pm -
3.49pm

Xiaoqian Chen
Hyperlipidemia Accelerates Aging of
Pulpo-dentinal Complex by Inflammatory
Response Stimulation

3 OP22
3.50pm -
3.59pm

Wan Nur Alwani
Wan Abdul Aziz

LPS-Induced Inflammation Upregulates
Gene Expression and Alters Primary Cilia
Length in Human Periodontal Ligament
Fibroblasts

4 OP23
4.00pm -
4.09pm

Yongliang Jia

Screening of Bioactive Compounds from
Paris polyphylla var. yunnanensis to
Prevent Streptococcus mutans Biofilm
Formation

5 OP24
4.10pm -
4.19pm

Ke Xue
Effect and Mechanism of Paris polyphylla
var. yunnanensis Extract on Inhibiting
Adhesion of Streptococcus mutans

6 OP25
4.20pm -
4.29pm

Zhang Shinan
Capability and Mechanism of Melanin
Synthesis in Arachnia rubra E10012 and
Arachnia propionica E1715

7 OP26
4.30pm -
4.39pm

Guo Haiying
The Oral Microbiome Circadian Dynamics
in Patients with Alzheimer's Disease

8 OP27
4.40pm -
4.49pm

Ruiyu Veronica Ma
A Non-Discoloring Bioactive Hydrogel for
Caries Management: An In Vitro Study

9 OP28
4.50pm -
4.59pm

Philmer James
Garcia Manio

Biomimetic Remineralization with Novel
Dual-Function Gels

10 OP29
5.00pm -
5.09pm

Qin Qing
Human Deciduous Pulp Stem Cells with
CRISPR/Cas9 for Duchenne Muscular
Dystrophy Mechanisms

11 OP30
5.10pm -
5.19pm

Pornteera
Pantienthong

Influence of Adhesive Bonding and
Lithium Disilicate Thickness on the Final
Color of Ultra-Thin Veneers
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ORAL SESSION 5
01 October 2026

No
Presenters

ID
Timing

Presenter’s
Name

Research Title

1 OP31
3.30pm -
3.39pm

Zhang Lei
Comprehensive Analysis of Occupational
Burnout, Emotional Intelligence, and Depression
Among Dentists in Northwestern China

2 OP32
3.40pm -
3.49pm

Zarikh Hafizah
Saqina Zaberi

Parental KAP, and Caries Experience as
Determinants of ECC Among Toddlers in Hulu
Langat, Malaysia

3 OP33
3.50pm -
3.59pm

Shijie Zhu
An Epidemiological Investigation of
Hypomineralized Second Primary Molars in
Shaanxi, China

4 OP34
4.00pm -
4.09pm

Seung-hee Ryu
Association between Chewing Difficulty,
Probable Depression, and Suicidal Ideation in
Korean Adults

5 OP35
4.10pm -
4.19pm

Dongxin Da
Frailty and Oral Health-Related Quality of Life in
Community-Dwelling Older Adults of
Shanghai,China

6 OP36
4.20pm -
4.29pm

Hao Zhang
Early Childhood Caries Negatively Correlates
with Intelligence Quotient in Preschool-Aged
Children: A Birth Cohort Study

7 OP37
4.30pm -
4.39pm

Roopali Manohar
Sankeshwari

Tobacco Use and Awareness among High School
and Preuniversity Students of Belagavi District,
Karnataka, India

8 OP38
4.40pm -
4.49pm

Ng Yook Shiang
The Silver Tsunami: Root Canal Treatment Uptake
and its Implications for Malaysia's 60:20 Tooth-
Retention Goal

9 OP39
4.50pm -
4.59pm

Zhan Jingyu
Smoking and Periodontal Bleeding in Chinese
Adolescents: The Mediating Role of Dental
Calculus

10 OP40
5.00pm -
5.09pm

Jun Aida
Association between Work-Related Stress and
Oral Diseases among Workers in Japan: Inverse
Probability Weighting Analysis

11 OP41
5.10pm -
5.19pm

Hyunjae Cho
Agreement and Diagnostic Accuracy of
Panorama-Based Periodontitis Staging in Korean
Adults: A Cross-Sectional Study

12 OP42
5.20pm -
5.29pm

Ngin Wei Chun
Oral Health Status, Betel Quid Chewing and Food
Insecurity among Indigenous Adults in Pahang
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ORAL SESSION 6
01 October 2026

No Presenters ID Timing Name of presenter Title of Research

1 OP43
3.30pm -
3.39pm

Aiman Nadiah
Ahmad Tajudin

Designing Equity Through a School-Based
Prevention: The SPARKLE Model

2 OP44
3.40pm -
3.49pm

Susan Shalani A/p
Gnanapragasam

Facilitators, Barriers and Strategies in
Toddler Oral Health Anticipatory
Guidance Practices among Dental
Therapists

3 OP45
3.50pm -
3.59pm

Gu Ziteng
Province-Wide Oral Health Promotion
Model in Zhejiang, China: A Public Health
Practice

4 OP46
4.00pm -
4.09pm

Yuning Zhang
Effect of Interactive Shared Book
Reading on Toddler's Oral Health

5 OP47
4.10pm -
4.19pm

Kaung Myat Thwin

Oral Health Education among Older
Adults with and without Depressive
Symptoms: A Randomized Controlled
Trial

6 OP48
4.20pm -
4.29pm

Yun Cai
The Effect of Personalized Oral Health
Education on Oral Hygiene Behavior and
Periodontal Health

7 OP49
4.30pm -
4.39pm

Patricia Ponniah

Knowing, Believing, Doing: Insights from a
Validated Parental Oral Health
Knowledge, Attitude and Practices
Questionnaire

8 OP50
4.40pm -
4.49pm

Rashidah Esa
Oral Health Literacy among Special
Needs Primary School Teachers and
Assistants in Putrajaya, Malaysia

9 OP51
4.50pm -
4.59pm

Nur Syareena
Tajuddin

Breaking Free from Vaping: Cessation
Barriers and Support Needs among
Malaysian University Students

10 OP52
5.00pm -
5.09pm

Tengku Nadhirah
Tengku Zainal

Impact of Supervised Toothbrushing on
Brushing Behaviours, Dental Caries and
Oral Cleanliness Among Preschool
Children

11 OP54
5.10pm -
5.19pm

Azwin Assilah
Kamaruddin

Empowering Caregivers to Improve Oral
Health in Vulnerable Populations: A
Multicentre Study
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ORAL SESSION 7
02 October 2026

No Presenters ID Timing Presenter’s Name Research Title

1 OP55
8.00am -
8.09am

Yuan Xie
AI-Powered Automatic Tooth
Segmentation from CBCT for The
Fabrication of dental splints

2 OP56
8.10am -
8.19am

Ahmad Hanbal
Liman

Exploring the Features for AI-Powered
App in Delivering Oral Health Messages
to Hearing Impaired Patients

3 OP57
8.20am -
8.29am

Chen, Xi
Application of Digital Management
System for Early Childhood Caries Using
Caries Risk Assessment in Shanghai

4 OP58
8.30am -
8.39am

Qinxin Wu
CBCT-Based Automated 3D Maxillofacial
Assessment System for Landmark
Detection and Malocclusion Diagnosis

5 OP60
8.40am -
8.49am

Merlya Balbeid
Comparative of Caries Risk Assessments
and MinDTain for Predicting Children's
Permanent Caries Risk in Indonesia

6 OP61
8.50am -
8.59am

Chen Liuyi

Application of an AI-Assisted 2D-to-3D
Lesion Reconstruction Model in the
Postoperative Follow-Up of Micro-Apical
Surgery

7 OP62
9.00am -
9.09am

Yudha Rahina
Silent Smile Program: Inclusive Oral
Health Education with 21-Day Calendar
for Kolok Community in Bali

8 OP64
9.10am -
9.19am

Elavarasi
Kuppusamy

Aligning Teledentistry with Clinical
Practice: Dental Healthcare
Professionals' Requirements for
Paediatric Oral Health Systems

9 OP65
9.20am -
9.29am

Guo Kaixin
PlaqueSLAM: A Deep Learning Model for
Plaque Detection in Preschoolers Using
Unstained Smartphone Intraoral images

10 OP87
9.30am -
9.39am

Hye-jin Hyun
Deep-Learning Radiographic Bone Loss
Quantification for Periodontitis Staging:
Tooth- and Patient-Level Validation
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ORAL SESSION 8
02 October 2026

No Presenters ID Timing Presenter’s Name Research Title

1 OP66
8.00am -
8.09am

Kalvina A/P
Chelladorai

Translating Evidence into Practice:
Strengthening the Adopted Village Oral
Health Programme in Malaysia

2 OP67
8.10am -
8.19am

Ying Zhang
Spatial Distribution of Community Oral
Health Resources and Oral Health Status
in Shanghai, China

3 OP68
8.20am -
8.29am

Min Wu
Maternal Oral Health Management
Project: A Prevention-Centered Model
from Shenzhen

4 OP69
8.30am -
8.39am

Hui Cheuk Yan
Joanna

Oral Health Policy and Priorities for
Practice Guideline Development in Asia

5 OP72
8.40am -
8.49am

Mary Melissa
Sarimuthu

Feasibility, Acceptability and
Effectiveness of a Pilot Betel Quid
Cessation Programme in Sabah, Malaysia

6 OP73
8.50am -
8.59am

Muhammad Faiz
Mohd Hanim

Oral Health Burden and Service Delivery
among School Personnel and Families in
Sabah's PPKPS Programme

7 OP74
9.00am -
9.09am

Bibiana Yong Hui
Ying

Voices from the Longhouse: Perceived
Dental Accessibility in Rural Sarawak

8 OP75
9.10am -
9.19am

Nurulasmak
Mohamed

Preventive Dentistry Research in
Malaysia: Analysis of the National Oral
Health Research Compendium

9 OP76
9.20am -
9.29am

Dasom Kim

A Comparative Analysis of National
Teledentistry Regulatory Guidelines in
Japan, Thailand, China, Malaysia, and
Korea

30 SEPTEMBER – 2 OCTOBER 2026 · KOTA KINABALU 61

18ᵗʰ  ICAAPD 2026 L I S T  O F  A B S T R A C T S

A B S T R A C T S  L I S T

Oral Presentation



ORAL SESSION 9
02 October 2026

No Presenters ID Timing Presenter’s Name Research Title

1 OP77
8.00am -
8.09am

Xinxin Chen

Multi-dimensional Interactive Network of
AP and Precision Prevention and
Therapeutics Strategies Across Age
Group

2 OP78
8.10am -
8.19am

Ayu Asri Lestari

Improving Oral Health Status of
Orphanage Children Through Oral
Probiotics and Motivational Interviewing-
Based Teacher Training

3 OP79
8.20am -
8.29am

Guanfan Lu
Long-term Outcomes and Prognostic
Factors of Chronic Apical Periodontitis: A
Longitudinal Radiographic Study

4 OP80
8.30am -
8.39am

Hu Lindsey Lingxi
A Systematic Review of Caries Status of
Older Adults in Asian Countries

5 OP81
8.40am -
8.49am

Ponmullai
Balakrishnan

Early Interceptive Management of Single
Tooth Anterior Crossbite in Primary Care
: A Case Series

6 OP82
8.50am -
8.59am

Dayang Nur
Nadhirah Baharin

Preventing the Preventable: A Case
Series of Preschool Children with Severe
Early Childhood Caries

7 OP83
9.00am -
9.09am

Wong Fui Jak

Caries Arrest and Acceptability of
Community-Based Silver Diamine
Fluoride for Early Childhood Caries in
Sabah

8 OP84
9.10am -
9.19am

Zhangcui
Prevention and Prenatal Screening of
Rare Congenital Neonatal Oral Tumors: A
Multi-Case Series from Asia

9 OP85
9.20am -
9.29am

Arpit Gupta
Time-Stratified Network Meta-Analysis of
School-Based Oral Health Interventions
for the Prevention of Dental Caries

10 OP86
9.30am -
9.39am

Xiang Xueyu
Early Childhood Caries as a Biofilm-
Driven Disease
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POSTER SESSION 1
01 October 2026

No Presenters ID Timing Presenter’s Name Research Title

1 PP1
3.30pm -
3.39pm

Siti Zuriana Mohd
Zamzuri

Bridging the Gap: Dental Specialist
Workforce Projections in Malaysia (2021–
2030)

2 PP2
3.40pm -
3.49pm

Naabihgotul Nisaaii
Mahamad Kolyubi

Global Research Trends on Sugar
Reduction Policies for Dental Caries
Prevention: A Bibliometric Analysis

3 PP3
3.50pm -
3.59pm

Mandeep Singh A/l
Minder Singh

Trust Before Treatment: Building
Community Trust in Oral Healthcare
Outreach among Orang Asli in Selangor

4 PP4
4.00pm -
4.09pm

Du Minquan
The Profile of Oral Frailty Among the
Elderly

5 PP5
4.10pm -
4.19pm

Nor Fatimah
Syahraz Abdul
Razakek

Malay Version of the Patient Denture
Satisfaction Questionnaire (M-PDSQ):
Cross-Cultural Adaptation and
Psychometric Evaluation

6 PP6
4.20pm -
4.29pm

Tee Hui Shan

Out-of-Hours Paediatric Dental Referrals
at Tertiary Referral Centre in Central
Malaysia: A Retrospective Cross-
Sectional Study

7 PP7
4.30pm -
4.39pm

Kertamaya
Sundawan

Cost-Effectiveness of a Program to
Empower Dental Health Cadres in Caries
Prevention

8 PP8
4.40pm -
4.49pm

Sharina Dolah

Effectiveness and Safety of Alternative
Restorative Materials versus Dental
Amalgam: Systematic Review and Meta-
Analysis

9 PP9
4.50pm -
4.59pm

Savi Peiris
Integration of Preventive Oral Health into
Antenatal Care in Indonesia: A Scoping
Review

10 PP10
5.00pm -
5.09pm

Nicarlos Julius
Managing Unmet Dental Treatment
Needs in Kota Belud and Ranau: Mobile
Dental Operators’ Perspectives

A B S T R A C T S  L I S T

30 SEPTEMBER – 2 OCTOBER 2026 · KOTA KINABALU 63

18ᵗʰ  ICAAPD 2026

Poster Presentation

L I S T  O F  A B S T R A C T S



POSTER SESSION 2
01 October 2026

No Presenters ID Timing Presenter’s Name Research Title

1 PP11
3.30pm -
3.39pm

Nurul Adila Mat
Dait

Who You Live With Matters: Living
Arrangements Shape Access to Oral
Healthcare among Older Adults

2 PP12
3.40pm -
3.49pm

Wong Siong Ting
A Decade of Oral Health Change: Dental
Caries Trends among School Children,
Sibu, Sarawak 2015-2024

3 PP13
3.50pm -
3.59pm

Nurin Izyani
Othman

Prevalence of Impacted Maxillary
Canines and Associated Dental
Anomalies: A Single-Centre Orthodontic
Study

4 PP14
4.00pm -
4.09pm

Sayuri Kamada
Oral Health Status of Japanese and
Foreign Children Residing in Japan

5 PP15
4.10pm -
4.19pm

Yisi Zhong
The Interaction Between the Effects of
Toothbrushing Behavior Patterns,
Halitosis Symptoms, and Gum Health.

6 PP16
4.20pm -
4.29pm

Haji Majidi Haji
Bakar

Epidemiological Study of Socioeconomic
and Oral Health Behavioural
Determinants of Caries in Children in
Brunei

7 PP17
4.30pm -
4.39pm

Belicia Chee Xyng
Hway

ThePrevalence of Malocclusion and
Orthodontic Treatment Needs among 14-
Year-Old SchoolChildren in
TheFederalTerritory of Labuan, Malaysia.

8 PP18
4.40pm -
4.49pm

Gayle Vinson Tindi
Pattern And Distribution of Cleft Lip and
Palate Patient Seeking Orthodontic
Management

9 PP19
4.50pm -
4.59pm

Weng, Qingqing
Posterior Occluding Pairs and
Dysglycemia in Older Adults: Toward an
Oral–Systemic Co-Management Model

10 PP20
5.00pm -
5.09pm

Nur Athirah Abdul
Aziz

Dental Treatment Needs among Patients
Receiving Methadone Replacement
Therapy: Evidence from a Scoping
Review
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POSTER SESSION 3
01 October 2026

No Presenters ID Timing Presenter’s Name Research Title

1 PP21
3.30pm -
3.39pm

Rieski Prihastuti

Handgrip Strength Mediates the
Association between Edentulism and
Depressive Symptoms among Older
Indonesian Adults

2 PP22
3.40pm -
3.49pm

Bakshish Singh Gill

Decade of Change: Trends in Dental
Caries among 12-Year-Old
SchoolChildren in Kapit Division,
Sarawak, Malaysia

3 PP23
3.50pm -
3.59pm

Kevin Neo Chee
Pheng

Oral Health Status of 12-year-old
schoolchildren in Tawau from 2017 to
2024: A six-year review

4 PP24
4.00pm -
4.09pm

Brendon Chung
Parity and Tooth Loss in Women: A
Scoping Review of Biological and Socio-
Behavioral Mechanisms

5 PP25
4.10pm -
4.19pm

Imtiaz Uddin
Ahmmed

Brief Chairside Preventive Counseling in
Paediatric Dentistry: Effects on Parental
Oral Health Knowledge in Bangladesh

6 PP26
4.20pm -
4.29pm

Huning Wang
Evaluation of Community-linked Oral
Education on the Oral Health Status of 0-
3-year-old Children Children

7 PP27
4.30pm -
4.39pm

Budi Rodestawati

Oral Health Behaviors and Hyperglicemia
Among Community-dwelling Older Adults
in Yogyakarta, Indonesia: A Cross-
sectional Study

8 PP28
4.40pm -
4.49pm

Juvita Freitas
Soares

Oral Health Promotion, Literacy, and
Dental Caries Among Community
Members in Atauro, Timor-Leste

9 PP29
4.50pm -
4.59pm

Bastian Oktavianus
Natanael Dionisius

Unveiling the Oral Health Footprint of
Modern Lifestyles: A Systematic Review

10 PP30
5.00pm -
5.09pm

Aubrey Bianca V.
Pico

Knowledge, Attitudes, and Practices on
Oral Health of Public High School
Students in Ternate, Cavite
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POSTER SESSION 4
02 October 2026

No Presenters ID Timing Presenter’s Name Research Title

1 PP31
8.00am -
8.09am

Vinoven Kuna
Kunasagaran

Evaluating the Customized MyVISION
Module in Improving Oral Health KAP
among Malaysian Blind Adults

2 PP32
8.10am -
8.19am

Noorhazayti Ab.
Halim

Integrated Intraoperative Behavioural
Model Preventing Musculoskeletal
Disorders and Eye Strain among Dental
Practitioners

3 PP33
8.20am -
8.29am

Herry Novrinda
Knowledge and Attitudes of Health
Sciences Students Regarding Chronic
Kidney Disease

4 PP34
8.30am -
8.39am

Adam Danial Mohd
Khairi

Industry Collaboration Catalyzes Future-
Ready Dental Graduates through a
SULAM Oral Health Promotion Project

5 PP35
8.40am -
8.49am

Siti Nur Ayeesha
Mohd
Shahrulnizam

Operationalising the Ottawa Charter:
Building a Sustainable School Oral Health
Ecosystem for Preschool Children

6 PP36
8.50am -
8.59am

Atik Ramadhani

Early Childhood Caries Burden and Oral
Health-Related Behaviours among
Preschool Children in Jakarta: Cross-
Sectional Study

7 PP37
9.00am -
9.09am

Wan Mohamad
Firwan Wan
Mohamad Fauzi

Sustaining Readiness at the Edge:
Operational Oral Health in a Conflict
Zone

8 PP39
9.10am -
9.19am

Febriana Setiawati
Determinants of Dentists’ Intention to
Use Teledentistry in Aceh, Indonesia: An
UTAUT-Based Cross-Sectional Study

9 PP40
9.20am -
9.29am

Anton Schestakow
Interaction of Cerium Nitrate and Amine
Fluoride with Pellicle-Covered Dentin
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POSTER SESSION 5
02 October 2026

No Presenters ID Timing Presenter’s Name Research Title

1 PP41
8.00am -
8.09am

Yue Pan

Modifiable Risk Factors of
Developmental Enamel Defects in
Children: A Cross -Sectional
Questionnaire-Based Study

2 PP42
8.10am -
8.19am

Feng Zhang
Stress-Related Biomarker Levels
associated with Maternal Periodontal
Disease

3 PP43
8.20am -
8.29am

Anthony Yihong
Cheng

Research Gaps in Early Childhood Caries:
A Comprehensive Review

4 PP44
8.30am -
8.39am

Zuhrah Mohd Sood
The Association between Obesity and
Periodontitis: An Insight from A Case
control Study.

5 PP45
8.40am -
8.49am

Wang Jinbin
Modern Approaches to Manage Dental
Caries: A Scoping Review

6 PP46
8.50am -
8.59am

Nurul Izzati Athirah
Kasman

Integrating Injection Moulding
Technique, Fixed and Removable
Prosthesis for An Aesthetic and
Functional Rehabilitation

7 PP47
9.00am -
9.09am

Bekti Nur Aini
Water Fluoride Concentration and
Periodontal Health in Community-
Dwelling Elderly in Yogyakarta

8 PP48
9.10am -
9.19am

John Yun Niu
Cerium Oxide-Based Nanomaterials for
Periodontitis Management: A Systematic
Review

9 PP49
9.20am -
9.29am

Jenifer Apriani
Martins Ximenes

School-Based Caries Management Using
Silver Diamine Fluoride in Aileu-Vila
Administrative Post, Municipality Aileu,
Timor-Leste.

10 PP50
9.30am -
9.39am

Noor Azhani Zakaria
Socio-demographic Predictors of OPMD
Referral Compliance in Kuala Lumpur
and Putrajaya
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POSTER SESSION 6
02 October 2026

No Presenters ID Timing Presenter’s Name Research Title

1 PP51
8.00am -
8.09am

Oranart
Matangkasombut

Hyposalivation and Candida
Colonization in Thai Older Adults with
Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus

2 PP52
8.10am -
8.19am

Shirley Hu Hui Hui
Oral Health Status of 16-Year-Old
Students in Kota Samarahan and
Asajaya Districts, Sarawak

3 PP53
8.20am -
8.29am

Nur Fatehah
Mohamad Yusof

Development of a Caries-Risk Predictive
Model Incorporating Salivary
Biomarkers among Malaysian Young
Adults

4 PP54
8.30am -
8.39am

Rathmawati Ahmad
The Effectiveness of Tooth Brushing
Programme among 10-Year-Old
Schoolchildren in Kelantan, Malaysia

5 PP55
8.40am -
8.49am

Bernice Germaine
Javellana De Leon

Knowledge, Attitudes, Practices on SDF
of a Metro Manila Dental Chapter
Dentists Treating Pediatric Patients

6 PP56
8.50am -
8.59am

Xiao Fan
Innovation and Implementation of a
Next-Generation Efficacy Assessment
System for Oral Health 

7 PP57
9.00am -
9.09am

Hanifa Fadilazahra
Knowledge and Perception of Oral
Manifestations of Systemic Diseases
among Medical and Dental Students

8 PP58
9.10am -
9.19am

Quan Lam Kiat
Knowledge and Management of Molar
Incisor Hypomineralisation among
Sabah Dental Practitioners and Nurses.

9 PP59
9.20am -
9.29am

Efigenia Pereira
Dos Santos

Effectiveness of Silver Diamine Fluoride
Training in Improving Oral Health
Personnel Knowledge in Viqueque,
Timor-Leste
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E-POSTER SESSION 
30 September 2026 - 02 October 2026

No Presenters ID Presenter’s Name Research Title

1 EP1 Minji Jin
Disability Oral Health Policies in South Korea, Malaysia, and
Viet Nam: A Comparative Analysis

2 EP2 Seojeong Kim
Comparative Analysis of Prevention-Centered Oral Health
Policies in South Korea, UK, USA, Japan, and Thailand

3 EP3 Junhyeok Kim
Comparative Analysis of Prevention-Centered Oral Health
Policies in South Korea, UK, the USA, and Thailand

4 EP4
Sahat Manampin
Siahaan

The Role of Patient Safety Knowledge in Nurses' Compliance
with Patient Safety Incident Reporting

5 EP5 Dong-hun Han
Social Support as a Mediator Between Subjective Health and
Unmet Healthcare Needs in Marginal Housing

6 EP7 Takiguchi Tomoya
Clinical Characteristics of Unerupted Permanent Teeth in a
Vietnamese Birth Cohort from a Dioxin-Contaminated Area

7 EP8 Khairul Fikri Sebri
Oral Health Knowledge, Attitudes, and Practices Associated
With Demographics Among Long Lapok Longhouse
Residents, Sarawak

8 EP9 Misah Md Ramli
Changing Patterns of Dental Caries among Penan Children in
Central Sarawak: A Retrospective Analysis

9 EP10 Yoonsik Cho
Effects of a Vitamin Derivative and Sodium Chloride
Dentifrice on Halitosis

10 EP11 Chaehyun Kim
Clinical Evaluation of a Dentifrice Containing Tricalcium
Phosphate and Sodium Metaphosphate
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E-POSTER SESSION 
30 September 2026 - 02 October 2026

No Presenters ID Presenter’s Name Research Title

11 EP12 Yoonjeong Choi
Clinical Evaluation of a Centella asiatica Dentifrice for Oral
Health Improvement

12 EP13 Nor Azlida Mohd Nor
A Peek Into Preschoolers’ Toothbrushing Behaviours:
Parental Questionnaire and Video Observation

13 EP14 Xiaojuan Zeng
Tongue Coating Microbiota and Machine Learning-Based
Identification of Halitosis in Young Adults

14 EP15 Li Wei
Evaluation of Public Health-Based Fissure Sealant
Intervention for Childhood Caries Prevention in Yangpu
District, Shanghai

15 EP16 Reina Minoshima
Factors Associated with Salivary IgA Variation in Healthy
Young Adults

16 EP17
Lisdrianto
Hanindriyo

Cariogenic Diet and Toothbrushing Frequency Influence S.
mutans Colonization Despite Fluoride Mouth Rinse Exposure

17 EP18 Zhi, Qinghui
Management of White Spot Lesions by Resin Infiltration: A
Case Series

18 EP19 Fuxingguo
Mechanistic Study of Defb1 Deficiency Aggravating
Inflammation and Alveolar Bone Resorption in T2DM

19 EP20 Ying Zhao
A Multifunctional Antibacterial and Osteogenic GBR
Membrane for Gingival Bone Regeneration

20 EP21 Danissa A/P Vincent
A Scoping Review on the Application of Bioactive Glass in
Endodontics
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E-POSTER SESSION 
30 September 2026 - 02 October 2026

No Presenters ID Presenter’s Name Research Title

21 EP22 Ying Liu
Lentinan Modulates the Galectin-3/NLRP3 Axis to Ameliorate
Periodontitis: An In Vitro and In Vivo Study

22 EP23 Long Gao
A Novel Biomimetic Mineralization Strategy Using Tyrosine-
Polylysine-Calcium Silicate Complex for Preventive Dentistry

23 EP24 Tetsuji Azuma
Association Between Mean Chewing Count per Bite During
Onigiri Consumption and Postprandial Salivary IgA Ratio

24 EP25 Ding Ling
Mouse Model Studies Suggest Severe Early Childhood Caries
may Affect Neurodevelopment during the Growth Period.

25 EP26 Akinari Inui
Dental Health Knowledge and Interest among Dietetic
Students by Using Questionnaires

26 EP27 Moh. Khafid
A Mixed-Methods Exploration of Dental Anxiety Risk Factors
and Coping Strategies to Address Dental Anxiety

27 EP28 Teo Wen Jia
Questionnaire Validation about Parental Knowledge on
Fluoridated Toothpaste for Pre-school Children in Kota
Kinabalu,Sabah.
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Muhammad
Annurdin Sabarudin

Bridging Periodontal and Systemic Health through
Community Empowerment: Outcomes of the Senyum Sihat
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29 EP30 Yap Lew Zhee
Evaluating Interceptive Orthodontic Referrals by Dental
Therapists: Preliminary Findings from a Pilot Competency
Assessment.

30 EP31 Zairina Zainurain

The Integrated Care Pathway for Oral Healthcare Service
Provision for Individuals with Special Healthcare Needs (ICP-
OHSN) Attending Primary Dental Clinic at Universiti Sains
Malaysia Specialist Hospital - Development and Evaluation

31 EP32 Xindie He
Early Functional Intervention and Objective Assessment of
Orofacial Muscle Function in an 8-Year-Old Child: A Case
Report

32 EP34
Nur Afinii Binti Azizul
Fauzi

Capacity Building For Continuous Improvement in Delivering
Kotak Initiative - Kedah Experience
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	Message from the AAPD President
	Dear Esteemed Delegates, Colleagues, and Honoured Guests,
	On behalf of the Asian Academy of Preventive Dentistry (AAPD) and the Organising Committee, it is my distinct honour to welcome you to the 18ᵗʰ International Conference of the Asian Academy of Preventive Dentistry (18ᵗʰ ICAAPD), held from 30ᵗʰ September to 2ⁿᵈ October 2026.
	Sixteen years after Malaysia hosted the 9ᵗʰ ICAAPD in 2010, we are thrilled to welcome our regional and global dental community back to Malaysian shores. Guided by our central theme, “Empowering Communities Through Preventive Dentistry,” this conference serves as a premier platform to share cutting-edge science, foster regional collaboration, and address pressing oral health challenges across Asia.
	Our scientific programme offers a comprehensive schedule of pre-conference workshops, plenary lectures, high-level panel discussions, and symposia organised into key core domains of Clinical Innovations & Regenerative Care, Digital Dentistry & Contemporary Risk Landscapes, Public Health, Policy & Universal Coverage and Lifespan Preventive Strategies.
	Beyond our scientific schedule, we invite you to join us for our Gala Dinner and Cultural Performance on 1ˢᵗ October 2026, an evening dedicated to celebrating international fellowship and experiencing Malaysia’s rich cultural heritage.
	Set at the stunning Hilton Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, our venue offers world-class facilities in the heart of the city. Its prime location provides convenient access to local attractions and serves as an ideal gateway to explore the breathtaking natural wonders of Sabah, Malaysian Borneo.
	I extend my sincere appreciation to the Malaysian Association of Dental Public Health Specialists (MADPHS), the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Defence, Ministry of Higher Education, key government agencies, our academic collaborators, and industry partners for their collective support. Most of all, thank you for joining us on this impactful journey.
	May your time at 18ᵗʰ ICAAPD be enriching, collaborative, and memorable.
	Warmest regards,
	Professor Dr. Rahimah Abdul Kadir
	President Asian Academy of Preventive Dentistry (AAPD) 2025-2027
	Chairperson, Organising Committee, 18ᵗʰ ICAAPD
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	Main Organising Committee
	Malaysia
	Professor Dr. Rahimah Abdul Kadir
	Associate Professor Dr. Haslina Rani
	Dr. Salleh Zakaria
	Dr. Azliza Dato’ Zabha
	Dr. Nuryastri Md Mustafa
	Professor  Dr. Tuti Ningseh Mohd Dom
	Professor Dr. Budi Aslinie Md Sabri
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	Dr. Enny Esdayantey Abdul Manab
	Colonel (Dr) Hartini Idris
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	Local Organising Committee
	AAPD 2026, Sabah, Malaysia
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	Conference at a Glance
	Hilton Kota Kinabalu · Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia
	Pre-conference
	Main conference · Day 1
	Main conference · Day 2
	Level 1 ·  Foyer
	Useful information
	Registration is scheduled from 08:00–16:00 on 30 September and 1 October, and from 08:00–12:00 on 2 October. The master programme specifies Level 1 for registration on the first two days.
	The NaF varnish workshop and AAPD Board of Executives Meeting are closed sessions. The welcome reception is by invitation only.
	Programme times and room allocations follow the supplied master schedule updated 31 August 2026. The programme remains subject to organiser updates.

	aapd2026.com
	linktr.ee/AAPD2026
	18ᵗʰ ICAAPD 2026


	30 September 2026
	Pre-Conference · Morning - Evening
	08:00–16:00

	Registration
	08:30–14:00

	Pre-Conference Workshops
	Parallel sessions — see workshop pages for descriptions and facilitators.
	Optimal Oral Health for Older People — A Common Protocol for Oral Health Survey of the Aged Population in Asia
	Smoking & Vaping Cessation
	Leveraging Oral Health Literacy to Advance Oral Health Promotion and Disease Prevention
	Use of NaF Varnish in School-based Programs in Asia
	14:00–14:30

	Light Refreshment
	14:30–16:30

	AAPD Board of Executives Meeting
	14:30–16:30

	Oral Presentations
	16:30–17:00

	Free Time
	17:00–19:00

	Welcome Reception
	By invitation only.
	18ᵗʰ ICAAPD 2026


	01 October 2026
	Main Conference · Day 1 · Morning & Afternoon
	08:00–16:00

	Registration
	08:30–09:15

	Plenary 1
	From Bench to Bedside: Innovative Approaches to Radiation-Induced Oral Mucositis and Taste Dysfunction
	Speaker: Professor Dr. Xin Xu
	Moderator: Dr. Melissa Adiatman

	09:15–10:30

	AAPD Distinguished Forum
	Integrating Oral Health into Universal Health Coverage in Asia: Strategic Initiatives and Challenges
	Panellists: Dr. Benoit Varenne · Dr. Fauziah Ahmad · Professor Dr. Hiroshi Ogawa
	Moderator: Professor Emeritus Dr. Prathip Phantumvanit

	10:30–10:45

	Tea Break
	11:00–11:45

	18th ICAAPD Opening Ceremony
	11:45–12:05

	Keynote Speech
	Oral Health for All: From Primary Care to Universal Coverage in China and Asia
	Speaker: Professor Dr. Shuguo Zheng
	Moderator: Professor Dr. Rahimah Abdul Kadir

	12:05–13:30

	Lunch, Poster & Exhibition Viewing, Networking
	18ᵗʰ ICAAPD 2026


	01 October 2026
	Main Conference · Day 1 · Afternoon & Evening
	13:30–15:00

	Symposium 1
	The New Nicotine Frontier: Tobacco, Vaping, Oral Health and the Evolving Risk Landscape
	Moderator: Dr. Yuriko Harada

	13:30–15:00

	Symposium 2
	Strengthening Public Health Impact through Education and Training
	Moderator: Professor Dr. Michelle Segarra

	15:00–15:30

	Tea Break
	15:30–17:30

	Oral and Poster Presentations
	17:30–19:30

	Free Time
	19:30–22:30

	Gala Dinner
	18ᵗʰ ICAAPD 2026


	02 October 2026
	Main Conference · Day 2 · Morning
	08:00–12:00

	Registration
	08:00–10:00

	Oral and Poster Presentations
	10:00–10:15

	Tea Break
	10:15–11:45

	Symposium 3
	Caries Prevention in Children and Adolescents: Innovations and Policy Implications
	Moderator: Professor Dr. Shuguo Zheng

	10:15–11:45

	Symposium 4
	Transforming Preventive Dentistry through Digital Health Technologies
	Moderator: Professor Dr. Chun Hung Chu

	18ᵗʰ ICAAPD 2026


	02 October 2026
	Main Conference · Day 2 · Morning & Afternoon
	11:45–12:30

	Plenary 2
	High Molecular Weight Hyaluronic Acid in Dentistry: Evidence-Based Applications for Oral Soft Tissue Healing and Regeneration
	Speaker: Associate Professor Dr. Cheah Chia Wei
	Moderator: Dr. Thaddius Herman

	12:30–13:45

	Lunch, Poster & Exhibition Viewing, Networking
	13:45–15:15

	Symposium 5
	Advancing Oral Health Literacy and Population Health
	Moderator: Professor Dr. Waranuch Pitiphat

	13:45–15:15

	Symposium 6
	Preventive Dentistry for Ageing Population: Ensuring Quality of Life and Independence
	Moderator: Professor Dr. Hiroshi Ogawa
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	02 October 2026
	Main Conference · Day 2 · Afternoon
	15:15–16:00

	Plenary 3
	Beyond the Dental Chair: The Unsung Heroes in Mass Disaster Management
	Speaker: Brigadier General (Dr) Hazudin Hassan
	Moderator: Associate Professor Dr. Haslina Rani

	16:00–16:45

	Closing & Award Giving Ceremony
	16:45–17:00

	Tea Break & Adjournment
	Thank you for joining the 18th ICAAPD 2026.
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	Oral Health for Older People
	30 September · 08:30–14:00  · Workshop 1
	Optimal Oral Health for Older People — A Common Protocol for Oral Health Survey of the Aged Population in Asia
	Professor Dr. Hiroshi Ogawa
	As Asia's population ages, one question matters more than ever: what does optimal oral health look like for older people, and how do we help them achieve it? Japan, one of the world's most rapidly ageing societies, has spent decades building deep expertise and hands-on experience in this exact challenge, and this workshop brings that expertise directly to you. Led by leading Japanese specialists, the session combines current science with hands-on, practical skills you can use straight away. You will start with a clear framework for optimal oral health in ageing, then move into practical approaches for assessing and managing oral function, including chewing, swallowing, saliva and other key parameters in older adults. See real regional data as findings from a cross-Asia survey of oral functional status are presented, giving you a comparative view of practice and gaps across the region. The highlight of the day is the Common Protocol for Oral Health Survey for the Aged Population, built on Japan's pioneering experience in geriatric oral health and designed to make oral function data comparable across Asian countries, which you will get to try out yourself in a live, hands-on demonstration. You will also hear a Japanese industry perspective on ongoing initiatives supporting oral health care for older people. By the end of the workshop, you will know how to design and run your own data collection using the common protocol, whether for research or everyday clinical work, and you will join a growing regional network committed to sharing outcomes and driving future collaboration. Whether you are a dental professional, researcher or policymaker working with ageing populations, this interactive workshop offers Japan's science, tools and experience to help you make a real difference. Open to all delegates — register early to secure your seat.
	18ᵗʰ ICAAPD 2026



	Oral Health for Older People
	Detailed workshop agenda
	08:30–08:45

	Introduction What is optimal oral health for older people to achieve healthy aging?
	Professor Dr. Hiroshi Ogawa
	08:45–09:30

	Assessment and Management of Oral Function in the Aging Population
	Professor Dr. Masanori Iwasaki
	09:30–10:00

	Questionnaire survey of oral functional status in Asia
	Dr. Takashi Hoshino
	10:00–10:30

	Common protocol for oral health survey for aged population
	Professor Dr. Masanori Iwasaki & Professor Dr. Hiroshi Ogawa
	10:30–12:00

	Demonstration of oral functional assessment
	All
	12:00–13:00

	Lion’s initiatives in the Field of Oral Health Care
	Dr. Naho Suzuki, Dr Chiyoko Uchiyama & Dr. Satoshi Tomeoka
	13:00–13:30

	Design of data collection (How to use common protocol) in research and clinical work
	All
	13:30–14:00

	Future action: how to collaborate and share the outcomes and wrap up
	All
	Japanese Society for Oral Health
	LION Corperation
	18ᵗʰ ICAAPD 2026


	Oral Health Literacy
	30 September · 08:30–14:00 · Workshop 2
	Leveraging Oral Health Literacy to Advance Oral Health Promotion and Disease Prevention
	Associate Professor Dr. Wong Mun Loke
	Information about oral health has never been more available, so why do dental caries and periodontal disease remain the two most common conditions affecting people everywhere? The answer lies beyond health education alone, in oral health literacy: how well people can access, understand, appraise and apply health information in their everyday lives. This engaging workshop invites you to rethink oral health promotion through the lens of health literacy, moving beyond simply handing out preventive advice to genuinely empowering individuals and communities to make informed choices about their oral health. You will explore the real barriers to, and drivers of, prevention at both the population and individual level, and gain a deeper understanding of what oral health literacy really means, why it matters, and how it can be strengthened in diverse communities. Through a mix of engaging presentations and lively interactive group discussions, you will leave with practical strategies to enhance oral health literacy in your own community, clinic or research setting, and with tools to measure progress along the way. Whether you are a clinician, educator, public health practitioner or researcher, this workshop offers fresh, practical thinking on one of the most powerful levers we have for preventing oral disease at scale. Don't miss this opportunity to learn directly from an international expert in dental education and oral health promotion, and to connect with fellow delegates who share a passion for building healthier, more informed communities. Seats are limited — register early to join us for this open, interactive pre-conference workshop.
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	Smoking & Vaping Cessation
	30 September · 08:30–14:00 · Workshop 3
	Smoking & Vaping Cessation
	Professor Dr. Chris Bullen
	Dr. Amer Siddiq Amer Nordin
	Tobacco kills more than 8 million people every year, and the rise of vaping is reshaping the nicotine landscape faster than most clinicians can keep up. Are you ready to help your patients navigate it? This hands-on workshop equips healthcare professionals with practical, evidence-based tools to tackle tobacco and nicotine dependence in everyday clinical practice, from assessing nicotine dependence, and applying behavioural counselling and motivational interviewing, to selecting the right pharmacotherapy and managing relapse in patients who smoke or vape. Beyond cigarettes, you will also get up to speed on the fast-moving evidence around vaping, including its role in harm reduction, strategies for vaping cessation, how to support patients who use both cigarettes and vapes, and how to separate fact from common misconceptions. Drawing on international guidelines and real-world implementation experience in Malaysia, this workshop is designed for frontline healthcare professionals, including dental practitioners, who want to build genuine confidence in supporting patients to quit. Expect concise, practical lectures, real case discussions, live demonstrations and small-group exercises that let you practise what you learn, not just hear about it. By the end of the session, you will walk away with tools you can use in your very next patient consultation to support smoking cessation and address the growing challenges of vaping and dual use. Whether tobacco control is already part of your daily practice or a new frontier for you, this workshop will sharpen your skills and your confidence. Spaces are limited — register early to secure your place at this open, interactive pre-conference workshop.



	School-Based NaF Varnish
	Use of NaF Varnish in School-based Programs in Asia
	Dr. Ivy Guofang Sun
	Prof. Dr. Shuguo Zheng
	Prof. Dr. Chun Hung Chu
	Prof. Dr. Michelle Sunico Segarra
	Prof. Dr. Waranuch Pitiphat
	Prof. Dr. Rahimah Abdul Kadir
	Prof. Dr. Karen Glazer De Anselmo Peres
	Singapore

	Prof. Dr. Youn-Hee Choi
	Korea

	Prof. Dr. Diah Ayu Maharani
	Prof. Dr. Hiroshi Ogawa
	Japan

	Prof. Dr. Tammy Duangporn Duangthip
	USA
	Associate Prof. Dr. Hoang Trong Hung
	Vietnam
	Use of NaF Varnish in School-Based Programs in Asia is a closed, invitation-only workshop bringing together a select panel of international experts from across Asia to advance regional collaboration on school-based fluoride varnish (FV) programmes for children. Dental caries remains one of the most prevalent non-communicable diseases affecting children across the region, and school-based FV application is recognised as a proven, cost-effective strategy for prevention at population scale, yet its implementation still varies widely from country to country. Over a focused morning session, the invited expert panel will review the latest national and regional dental caries prevalence data for five- and twelve-year-old children, alongside existing school-based oral health programmes in their respective countries and will critically appraise a systematic review on school-based FV application to strengthen it as a shared regional evidence base. Building on this evidence, the panel will work towards regional consensus recommendations to guide the implementation of school-based fluoride varnish programmes across Asia, accounting for differences in population needs, workforce capacity and health system resources. The workshop will also lay the groundwork for at least two post-workshop academic publications arising from the panel's discussions. As this session is reserved for invited experts only, it is not open for general registration. We look forward to sharing the key outcomes and consensus recommendations from this important regional initiative with the wider dental and public health community following the conference.
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	Speakers and Panellists
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	Speakers and Panellists
	Professor Emeritus Dr. Prathip Phantumvanit
	Professor Dr. Tuti Ningseh Mohd Dom
	Dr. Benoit Varenne
	Professor Dr. Zamros Yuzadi Mohd Yusof
	Dr. Fauziah Ahmad
	Dr. Flora Chan Wai Ling
	Professor Dr Hiroshi Ogawa
	Dr. Irene Adyatmaka
	Professor Dr Shuguo Zheng
	Professor Dr. Ollie Yiru Yu
	Professor Dr. Xin Xu
	Associate Professor Dr. Hoang Trong Hung
	Associate Professor Dr. Cheah Chia Wei
	Professor Emeritus Dr. Rosnah Md Zain
	Brigadier General (Dr) Hazudin Hassan
	Associate Professor Dr. Wong Mun Loke
	Associate Professor Dr. Amer Siddiq Amer Nordin
	Associate Professor Dr. Melissa Adiatman
	Professor Dr. Chris Bullen
	Dr. Habibah Yaacob
	Dr. Muhammad Zulkefli Ramlay
	Professor Dr. Sri Susilawati
	Professor Dr. Waranuch Pitiphat
	Professor Dr. Tammy Duangporn Duangthip
	Professor Dr. Michelle Segarra
	Professor Dr. Youn-Hee Choi
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	Integrating Oral Health into Universal Health Coverage in Asia: Strategic Initiatives and Challenges
	1 October · 09:15–10:30 · Grand Ballroom
	The AAPD Distinguished Forum brings together senior voices from global, national and academic perspectives to examine how oral health can be more fully integrated into Universal Health Coverage (UHC) across Asia. As the WHO Global Oral Health Action Plan 2023–2030 calls for essential oral care to be embedded within primary health care, this forum considers what that means in practice: the strategic initiatives already under way at global and country level, the structural and resourcing challenges that stand in the way, and the opportunities for the region to accelerate progress together. Panellists bring perspectives from the World Health Organization, from a national oral health authority in Malaysia, and from a WHO Collaborating Centre for oral health research and translation in Japan, offering a rounded view of what integrating oral health into UHC requires — policy commitment, health-system strengthening, and sustained regional collaboration.
	Moderator
	Professor Emeritus Dr. Prathip Phantumvanit
	Thammasat University, Faculty of Dentistry, Thailand — 3rd President of AAPD
	Professor Emeritus Dr. Prathip Phantumvanit, Thammasat University, Faculty of Dentistry, Thailand, served as the 3rd President of the Asian Academy of Preventive Dentistry (AAPD), following the founding presidency from Japan and the presidency from Korea. He was Chairman of the Organizing Committee of the 3rd ICAAPD in Chiangrai, Thailand, in 1999, and remained a member of the AAPD Executive Committee until the 13th ICAAPD in Khon Kaen, Thailand, in 2018. He has participated in every ICAAPD from the 1st through the 14th, and was the last speaker at the 14th ICAAPD in Korea (attended online). Recalling the history of AAPD in his own words, he notes that it started as a group of academic dentists working and researching on fluoride for caries prevention some 30 years ago, which led to the advancement of preventive dentistry across the region in every field — community, school-based, individual, clinical and laboratory preventive dentistry — moving beyond fluoride to oral health promotion more broadly.
	18ᵗʰ ICAAPD 2026



	Meet the Panellists
	1 October · 09:15–10:30 · Grand Ballroom
	Dr. Benoit Varenne
	Technical Lead for Oral Health, World Health Organization (WHO), Geneva, Switzerland
	Dr. Benoit Varenne is Technical Lead for Oral Health at the World Health Organization (WHO), Geneva, Switzerland. An internationally recognised public health dentist, he leads WHO's global oral health programme and supports Member States in integrating oral health into Universal Health Coverage (UHC) and Primary Health Care (PHC). He provided technical leadership for the development of the WHO Global Strategy on Oral Health and the Global Oral Health Action Plan 2023–2030, and continues to guide their implementation, working with governments, international organisations and academic institutions to advance global oral health. He previously served as Regional Adviser on Oral Health at the WHO Regional Office for Africa (WHO AFRO), where he supported national oral health policy development and strengthened regional capacity for disease prevention. His work bridges policy, health systems strengthening, and the global noncommunicable disease (NCD) agenda.

	Dr. Fauziah Ahmad
	Deputy Director General of Health (Oral Health), Ministry of Health Malaysia
	Dr. Fauziah Ahmad is Deputy Director General of Health (Oral Health) at the Ministry of Health Malaysia. A Senior Consultant Dental Public Health Specialist, she holds a Bachelor of Dental Surgery and a Master of Public Health (Oral Health) from the University of Malaya, and leads the planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of Malaysia's national oral healthcare programmes. She was instrumental in developing Malaysia's National Oral Health Policy and the National Oral Health Strategic Plan 2022–2030, and continues to guide their implementation, working with government and non-government agencies to strengthen equitable access to oral healthcare. She also serves as Registrar of the Malaysian Dental Council, overseeing regulatory standards for the dental profession. Her work bridges national policy, health systems strengthening, and Malaysia's alignment with the WHO Global Oral Health Action Plan 2023–2030.
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	Meet the Panellists
	1 October · 09:15–10:30 · Grand Ballroom
	Professor Dr. Hiroshi Ogawa
	Dr. Hiroshi Ogawa is Professor in the Division of Preventive Dentistry at Niigata University's Graduate School of Medical and Dental Sciences, Japan, and Director of the WHO Collaborating Centre for Translation of Oral Health Science (JPN-75). He holds a bachelor's degree in dentistry from Nihon University, a master's in Public Health Dentistry from the University of Sydney, and a doctorate in Preventive Dentistry from Niigata University. He has held various positions at the World Health Organization since 2003, including as a dental officer with the WHO Oral Health Programme in Geneva from 2014 to 2017, and now serves on the WHO Clinical Consortium on Healthy Aging and the FDI World Dental Federation Council. His research examines the links between oral and systemic noncommunicable diseases and the shared risk factor approach. A longstanding contributor to AAPD, he is nominated to chair the AAPD meeting in Japan in 2028.

	Integrating Oral Health into Universal Health Coverage in Asia: Strategic Initiatives and Challenges
	World Health Organization · National oral health policy · Research and translation
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	Professor Dr. Shuguo Zheng
	Peking University School of Stomatology, China
	BIOGRAPHY

	Dr. Shuguo Zheng is Professor and Chairman, Department of Preventive Dentistry, Peking University School of Stomatology (PKUSS). He graduated from PKUSS with DMD (1992) and Ph.D. & M.D. (1996). He is the President-elect of the Asian Academy of Preventive Dentistry (AAPD) and the director of the World Health Organization Collaborating Center (WHOCC CHN-26) for the Research and Training in Preventive Dentistry in China. He is the President-elect of the Chinese Society of Preventive Dentistry, Chinese Stomatological Association. He is also the chief representative of the Chief Dental Officer of China. His main research areas are: dental public health study in China, oral biomarker study in oral and systemic diseases, molecular biological study for dental developmental abnormality. He received over 23 national research grants and published over 100 papers as the first author or corresponding author in journals such as Protein & Cell and the Journal of Dental Research. He has won one international and three national science and technology awards.
	ABSTRACT

	Oral Health for All: From Primary Care to Universal Coverage in China and Asia
	Globally, oral diseases affect 3.5 billion people, with dental caries remaining the most prevalent non-communicable disease (NCD). The WHO Western Pacific Region bears a disproportionate burden with high caries prevalence in young populations concentrated in underserved regions. Recognizing that "No health without oral health," the WHO 2023–2030 Global Oral Health Strategy and Action Plan strongly recommends the integration of essential oral care into primary health care (PHC) to increase universal health coverage, emphasizing task-shifting to train more community dental workforce and prioritizing cost-effective interventions. China has responded to these with a series of policy frameworks, mandating oral departments in township health centers, standardizing basic oral disease codes, and incorporating children's oral services into family doctor contracts. However, disparities persist: the national dentist-to-population ratio masks severe shortages at the grassroots — western rural areas report much lower ratios. Early treatment-seeking and service utilization in communities remains low. For Asia-Pacific nations, China's experience underscores three imperatives: embedding oral health within PHC infrastructure rather than siloed specialist care; empowering nurses and community health workers through competency-based training; and addressing sugar as a shared risk factor across NCDs. Critically, strengthening China's grassroots oral health system would effectively cover 60–80% of the WHO regional disease burden, given China's demographic weight in the Western Pacific. China bears profound responsibility and seeks mutual learning with regional partners to advance oral health equity through collaborative PHC innovation.
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	Professor Dr. Xin Xu
	West China School of Stomatology, Sichuan University, China
	BIOGRAPHY

	Dr. Xin Xu is Professor and Director of the Department of Preventive Dentistry, West China Hospital of Stomatology, Sichuan University. He has long been engaged in basic research and clinical practice in conservative dentistry and endodontics, having published over 100 papers in journals including Journal of Clinical Oncology, Nature Communications, The ISME Journal and Journal of Dental Research. His representative achievements have been included in the "Important Medical Advances of 2021 in China" by the Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences. He has received one National Scientific and Technological Progress Award and one Provincial Scientific and Technological Progress Award in China, and has been listed as a Highly Cited Chinese Scholar in Dentistry (Elsevier), among the top 2% of global scientists for consecutive years, and recognised as one of the top 100 scholars in the field of oral medicine for academic influence in China. He serves as an editorial board member for the national undergraduate textbook "Operative Dentistry and Endodontics" (5th edition) and the Journal of Dental Research, and is a Fellow of the International College of Dentists.
	ABSTRACT

	From Bench to Bedside: Innovative Approaches to Radiation-Induced Oral Mucositis and Taste Dysfunction
	Radiotherapy (RT) is a cornerstone treatment for head and neck cancer (HNC), but acute oral complications such as oral mucositis (OM), xerostomia, taste dysfunction, and infections remain common. OM is the most frequent acute toxicity, with 50–70% of patients developing severe OM (WHO grade 3–4), leading to pain, impaired eating, swallowing, and speaking, reduced treatment tolerance, decreased quality of life (QoL), and treatment interruptions. Patients also frequently experience hypogeusia, ageusia, and dysgeusia, which further increase the risk of malnutrition and psychological distress. Although MASCC/ISOO has issued recommendations for radiation-induced OM, their efficacy and safety require further validation. Our group has long focused on the shared mechanisms and clinical management of radiation-induced oral mucositis (RIOM) and taste dysfunction. We identified a critical role of oral microbial dysbiosis in RIOM and showed in a clinical trial that oral probiotics, particularly Streptococcus salivarius K12, can delay onset and shorten the duration of severe OM in HNC patients receiving RT, likely via modulation of the oral microbiota. We also demonstrated that Wnt/β-catenin signaling is essential for the repair and regeneration of oral mucosa and taste buds, and that LiCl can promote recovery from RIOM and dysgeusia; these findings were highlighted by JDR on the IADR official website. To advance clinical translation, we have initiated two registered clinical trials evaluating the efficacy and safety of lithium-containing mouthrinse and hydrogel for the prevention and treatment of RIOM and taste dysfunction. Collectively, our work proposes promising, mechanism-based strategies for improving the management of radiation-induced oral complications, particularly OM and taste dysfunction, with the goal of enhancing QoL and optimizing oncologic outcomes in HNC patients.
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	Associate Professor Dr. Cheah Chia Wei
	Universiti Malaya, Malaysia
	Dr. Cheah Chia Wei graduated from the University of Malaya with a Bachelor of Dental Surgery. She worked as a dental officer in the Ministry of Health before joining the Faculty of Dentistry. There, she underwent specialist training in Periodontology and became a lecturer, teaching general dentists and specialists in Periodontology. She has a PhD related to oral microbial profiling using 16S rRNA gene sequencing in relation to the inflammatory status of rheumatoid arthritis subjects with periodontitis. Cheah Chia Wei was the head of discipline, postgraduate coordinator for the Master of Oral Sciences (Periodontology) programme, and also led the Clinical Craniofacial Dental Research Group in the Faculty of Dentistry, Universiti Malaya. She is currently the treasurer for The Malaysian Society of Oral Microbiologists and Oral Immunologists. Her research interests include alveolar ridge preservation, periodontal/bone regenerative material for implantology, probiotics for management of periodontitis and oral microbiology influencing periodontal health and systemic health.
	High Molecular Weight Hyaluronic Acid in Dentistry: Evidence-Based Applications for Oral Soft Tissue Healing and Regeneration
	High molecular weight hyaluronic acid (HMW-HA) has gained increasing attention in dentistry due to its anti-inflammatory and wound-healing properties. This lecture will provide an evidence-based overview of the biological mechanisms and clinical applications of HMW-HA in promoting oral soft tissue healing and regeneration. Current literature on its use in periodontal therapy, oral surgery, implant dentistry and post-operative care will be discussed. Emphasis will be placed on clinical effectiveness, indications, and delivery methods in contemporary dental practice. Participants will gain practical insights into integrating HMW-HA into daily patient management for improved healing outcomes.
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	Brigadier General (Dr) Hazudin Hassan
	Malaysian Armed Forces Health Services
	BIOGRAPHY

	Brigadier General (Dr) Hazudin Hassan earned his Bachelor of Dental Surgery (1995) and Doctorate in Clinical Dentistry (2005) from the University of Adelaide, Australia, and is a Fellow of the Royal Australasian College of Dental Surgeons. He joined the Malaysian Armed Forces Health Services in 1997 and has served 29 years in uniform, including deployment during the 2005 United Nations peacekeeping mission in Western Sahara and coordinating hundreds of rural dental outreach programmes during his posting in Sarawak. He served as Deputy Commander of the Greater Klang Valley Special Task Force for COVID-19. He is currently Head of the Dental and Pathology Departments at 94 Armed Forces Hospital, Melaka, and is serving his second term as a Council Member of the Malaysian Dental Council.
	ABSTRACT

	Beyond the Dental Chair: The Unsung Heroes in Mass Disaster Management
	The Malaysian Armed Forces Dental Services (MAFDS) is part of a military healthcare system known as the Malaysian Armed Forces Health Services (MAFHS). MAFHS's mission is centered on maintaining the combat readiness of the MAF by providing optimal health services and support. Apart from its core function, MAFHS remains committed to contributing towards national resilience through its role in the Whole-of-Government and Whole-of-Society (WOGOS) approaches, especially in crises, humanitarian and disaster relief (HADR) missions, and civil–military cooperation. Field and mobile capabilities are a crucial component of MAFHS, with dedicated medical battalions ready to be rapidly deployed to conflict zones and HADR missions. These battalions are trained to set up mobile field hospitals to provide immediate care, including resuscitative treatment, advanced trauma surgery, and other health services. The distinctive ability to be deployed at a moment's notice is the main thrust of MAFHS's involvement in various international missions. It has participated in multiple United Nations (UN) operations in conflict areas such as Namibia, Bosnia, Cambodia, East Timor, Western Sahara and Lebanon. During these peacekeeping missions, the medical and dental elements also provide care for displaced populations and refugees. In HADR, MAFHS has served globally in disaster areas such as during the tsunami in Aceh, earthquakes in Pakistan, Padang, Türkiye and Myanmar, post-conflict support in Afghanistan and typhoon relief in the Philippines. Domestically, MAFHS has been deployed to assist local authorities during landslides, floods and the COVID-19 pandemic. The MAFHS forensic odontologists team has been deployed to mass disaster areas aiding in disaster victim identification (DVI) during the MH17 tragedy, civilian and military aircraft crashes and the Lahad Datu incident. In executing its duty, the MAFHS receives full logistic support from the Malaysian Armed Forces: the Army provides security protection, land transport, engineers, and other services through its various Corps; the Air Force provides air transport and CASEVAC support; and the Navy provides maritime transport.
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	The New Nicotine Frontier: Tobacco, Vaping, Oral Health and the Evolving Risk Landscape
	1 October · 13:30–15:00 · Grand Ballroom

	Associate Professor Dr. Amer Siddiq Amer Nordin
	Universiti Malaya, Malaysia
	BIOGRAPHY

	Dr. Amer Siddiq Amer Nordin is an Associate Professor in Psychiatry and Consultant Psychiatrist at Universiti Malaya, where he leads the Nicotine Addiction Research Group (NARCC) at the University Malaya Centre of Addiction Sciences (UMCAS), focused on helping people quit smoking. His team developed SCOPE, one of four accredited smoking cessation provider training programmes in Malaysia, and GEMPAQ, a mobile app supporting quit-smoking efforts. He is Malaysia's lead for the International Tobacco Control Study (ITC), a 26-country tobacco policy research consortium, and has served on Ministry of Health and WHO technical working groups on tobacco control. He was part of the Parliamentary Select Committee that helped shape Malaysia's Tobacco Control Bill (passed 2023, enforced 2025), and his team plays a key role in the national Smoke Free Malaysia / mQuit initiative.
	ABSTRACT

	The Smoking–Vaping Epidemic: Trends, Dual Use and the New Public Health Risks
	The introduction and presence of electronic nicotine delivery devices has transformed the tobacco epidemic, creating a complex landscape characterised by increasing vaping, persistent combustible tobacco use, and the emergence of dual-use behaviours. While cigarette smoking has declined in many populations, nicotine dependence remains prevalent as youth uptake of vaping, product diversification, and aggressive marketing continue to reshape patterns of use. Evidence from Malaysia and other low- and middle-income countries demonstrates that dual use is increasingly common, challenging assumptions that vaping is simply replacing smoking. Dual use is associated with sustained nicotine addiction, delayed smoking cessation, and continued exposure to toxicants from combustible tobacco. Among adolescents, early exposure to nicotine through vaping raises concerns regarding addiction, progression to combustible tobacco use, and long-term neurodevelopmental effects. At the population level, the coexistence of cigarettes, vaping products and emerging nicotine products complicates surveillance, regulation, clinical management and public health messaging. This presentation synthesises current epidemiological trends, implementation research, and tobacco control evidence to examine the evolving smoking–vaping epidemic, with particular emphasis on Malaysia and the broader regional context. It discusses the implications of dual use for healthcare systems, highlights gaps in prevention and cessation services, and explores evidence-based strategies integrating behavioural interventions, pharmacotherapy, regulatory approaches and health system strengthening. As the nicotine landscape continues to evolve, effective tobacco control must move beyond product-specific policies towards comprehensive nicotine dependence management that prioritises prevention, early intervention, cessation support and implementation of evidence-based public health strategies. This integrated approach is essential to reducing the future burden of nicotine addiction and tobacco-related disease.
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	The New Nicotine Frontier: Tobacco, Vaping, Oral Health and the Evolving Risk Landscape
	1 October · 13:30–15:00 · Grand Ballroom

	Professor Dr. Chris Bullen
	The University of Auckland, New Zealand
	Dr. Chris Bullen is a public health physician and Professor of Public Health at the University of Auckland, New Zealand, where he directs the Centre for Translational Health Research. He has led numerous large pragmatic trials of smoking cessation interventions, contributed to three Cochrane reviews and successive New Zealand Smoking Cessation Guidelines, and published more than 300 peer-reviewed papers, most on smoking-related research. He is a past-President of the Society for Research on Nicotine & Tobacco, co-chairs the Health Coalition Aotearoa Smokefree Expert Advisory Group, and co-chairs the ASEAN Board on Smoking Cessation. He has collaborated with colleagues in Malaysia on smoking cessation research and health-worker training for over a decade.
	Vapor Trails and Policy Walls: Dual Use and Regulatory Gaps
	The rapid growth in e-cigarette use (vaping) in Malaysia and most other countries around the world over the past decade is an issue of public health concern. While smoking remains the greater public health challenge, vaping, often in conjunction with smoking ("dual use") and the health effects that arise, should not be downplayed. The impacts from vaping on individual and population health are what I refer to as 'vapor trails'; whereas 'policy walls' are the laws, regulations, enforcement and clinical care required to tackle the problem at multiple levels. In this presentation I will outline the epidemiological and clinical evidence of harm from vaping and especially dual use, and provide evidence in support of my contention that it is the misalignment between the vapor trails and policy walls that has led to the many gaps, asymmetries, incoherence, and barriers to support quitting. Oral health is often regarded as the 'canary in the coalmine' of emerging health issues, and vaping is no exception. Oral health professionals therefore have a vital role to play, not only in offering the best clinical care possible but also in bearing witness to the health impacts of vaping and smoking (the 'vapor trails') and advocating for the erection of effective 'policy walls' that will prevent harm and ensure evidence-based support is available for people to quit both smoking and vaping.
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	The New Nicotine Frontier: Tobacco, Vaping, Oral Health and the Evolving Risk Landscape
	1 October · 13:30–15:00 · Grand Ballroom

	Dr. Muhammad Zulkefli Ramlay
	Ministry of Health, Malaysia
	BIOGRAPHY

	Dr. Muhammad Zulkefli Ramlay is the Deputy Director and Head of the Oral Health Promotion Branch at the Oral Health Programme, Ministry of Health Malaysia. Gazetted as a Dental Public Health Specialist since 2016, he obtained his dental degree from the University of Malaya (UM) in 2005, and subsequently completed his Master's and doctoral degrees in Dental Public Health at Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) in 2012 and 2015, respectively. He was part of the core team that planned and developed the Smoking Prevention, Screening, and Intervention Program for Schoolchildren (Program KOTAK) in 2015. In addition, he serves as the KOTAK Program Coordinator for three states (Pahang, Negeri Sembilan, and Selangor) and leads the national review team for the program's guidelines. He has also contributed significantly to the development of various other national-level guidelines for the ministry's dental services.
	ABSTRACT

	A Decade of the KOTAK Program: Strengthening Tobacco Control through School Dental Services in Malaysia (2016–2026)
	Smoking remains a significant public health challenge, with initiation often occurring during adolescence. In alignment with the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) and the National Strategic Plan for Tobacco Control 2015–2020, the Ministry of Health Malaysia launched a smoking prevention, screening, and intervention program for schoolchildren, namely the KOTAK Program (Kesihatan Oral Tanpa Amalan Merokok), in 2016. This initiative integrates tobacco screening and intervention into the existing School Dental Service, targeting students from Primary 1 to Secondary 5 (spanning an 11-year schooling period). Over the past decade, the program has evolved from a 28-school pilot to a nationwide implementation involving collaboration between the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Education. The KOTAK framework encompasses three core components: integrated health education, smoking screening (via clinical oral signs or student self-disclosure), and behavioral interventions. As of 2025, the program has achieved a massive reach, screening over 4.7 million students across 7,875 primary schools and 2,520 secondary schools. While smoking prevalence remains low in primary schools (<0.1%), screenings in secondary schools consistently identify current smokers at rates of 1.92%–4.07%. Intervention outcomes indicate variable success, with quit rates reaching up to 10.5% in secondary school cohorts six months post-intervention. Despite its success, the program faces challenges such as intervention time constraints and the rising threat of e-cigarettes. Moving forward, the program aims to re-orient guidelines to include vaping, explore rapid cotinine testing, and strengthen collaboration with school counselors. A decade of KOTAK demonstrates that dental practitioners are vital frontline facilitators in the mission to achieve a tobacco-free generation by 2045.
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	Strengthening Public Health Impact through Education and Training
	1 October · 13:30–15:00 · Vista 1 & 2

	Professor Dr. Waranuch Pitiphat
	Khon Kaen University, Thailand — President, SEAADE
	BIOGRAPHY

	Dr. Waranuch Pitiphat is an epidemiologist and Dental Public Health Specialist at Khon Kaen University, Thailand, where she previously served as Dean. She earned her DDS from Chulalongkorn University, a Master's in Primary Health Care Management from Mahidol University, and an MSc and ScD in Epidemiology from Harvard University, USA. Dr. Pitiphat currently serves as President of the South East Asia Association for Dental Education (SEAADE) and is a member of the Board of Directors of the DeRouen Center for Global Oral Health at the University of Washington, USA. She is a past president of both the Asian Academy of Preventive Dentistry (AAPD) and the Thai Society of Public Health Dentistry. She also directs the "Clinical and Public Health Research in Oral Health Training Program for Southeast Asia," a long-standing training initiative supported by the National Institutes of Health, USA. With over 100 peer-reviewed publications, Dr. Pitiphat has made significant contributions to the field and serves on the editorial boards of several leading dental journals, including the Journal of Dental Research, JDR Clinical & Translational Research, Oral Diseases, and Odontology. She has received numerous awards, including the Outstanding Government Official Award from the Office of the Prime Minister of Thailand.
	ABSTRACT

	Strengthening Public Health Impact through Education and Training: The SEAADE Perspective
	The global oral health agenda is undergoing a major shift, guided by the WHO Global Oral Health Action Plan (2023–2030) and reaffirmed by the 2024 Bangkok Declaration. Translating these policy mandates into tangible population health outcomes requires a socially accountable workforce embedded within primary healthcare. As the regional authority on dental education, the South East Asia Association for Dental Education (SEAADE) plays a pivotal role in aligning regional training with these public health needs. This presentation outlines how SEAADE has revised regional core competencies for graduating dentists, providing a practical framework that member institutions can use for curriculum reform. Key strategies focus on transitioning from restorative-heavy models to preventive-centric competencies, integrating the Common Risk Factor Approach, and fostering interprofessional collaboration across the dental team. Shifting clinical training into primary care environments ensures students gain direct experience delivering equitable, community-focused care to underserved populations. Ultimately, strengthening public health impact begins in the university setting. By uniting global partnerships with international bodies like ADEA and ADEE with regional competency harmonization, SEAADE provides a framework to ensure that tomorrow's dental graduates are equipped not only as skilled clinicians, but as active public health leaders driving sustainable, preventive oral health across Asia.
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	Strengthening Public Health Impact through Education and Training
	1 October · 13:30–15:00 · Vista 1 & 2

	Professor Dr. Tammy Duangporn Duangthip
	The Ohio State University, USA
	Dr. Tammy Duangporn Duangthip is Professor and Chair of the Division of Dental Public Health at The Ohio State University College of Dentistry. She holds a Ph.D. and MSc in Dental Public Health from the University of Hong Kong, a Dr. med. dent. from the University of Bern, and a DDS from Chulalongkorn University in Thailand. She is a Fellow of both the Royal Australasian College of Dental Surgeons (FRACDS) and the Royal College of Dental Surgeons of Thailand (FRCDT) in Dental Public Health. Recognized among the Stanford/Elsevier Top 2% Scientists in 2025, Dr. Duangthip has authored more than 100 peer-reviewed publications and has a Scopus H-index of 32. Her research spans community dental care, caries management, and child oral health, with a strong focus on improving oral health equity. She serves as Specialty Chief Editor for Frontiers in Dental Medicine and as Associate Editor for the International Dental Journal, BMC Oral Health, and Frontiers in Oral Health. Dr. Duangthip is also a Past President of the IADR Pediatric Oral Health Research Group and the Society of Preventive Dentistry of Hong Kong.
	Community-Based Dental Education: Lessons from the United States
	Community-based dental education (CBDE) has become an important approach in dental training in the United States, aiming to prepare future dentists to address population oral health needs and improve access to care. By integrating education with real-world service settings, CBDE exposes students to diverse communities and strengthens their understanding of social determinants of oral health. This symposium presentation will discuss key lessons learned from CBDE models implemented in U.S. dental schools. The presentation will highlight how partnerships between academic institutions and community stakeholders create meaningful learning environments while expanding preventive oral health services for underserved populations. Examples from community-based dental programs will illustrate how CBDE enhances clinical competence, professional responsibility, and community engagement. In addition, the talk will address practical considerations for implementing CBDE, including curriculum integration, logistics, and sustainable community partnerships. Challenges such as resource limitations, and alignment with accreditation expectations will be explored. The session will also discuss opportunities and future research directions to strengthen CBDE globally as a pathway toward socially accountable dental education and improved oral health equity.
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	Strengthening Public Health Impact through Education and Training
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	Professor Dr. Tuti Ningseh Mohd Dom
	Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia
	Dr. Tuti Ningseh Mohd Dom is is Professor of Dental Public Health and Dean of the Faculty of Dentistry at Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) and a specialist in Dental Public Health. She contributes to national dental curricula and accreditation standards and plays an advisory role to the Ministry of Health Malaysia (MOH) and the Academy of Sciences Malaysia (ASM) on population oral health matters. She leads multidisciplinary teams and professional networks to strengthen oral health literacy and improve access for vulnerable groups, including low-income families, people with disabilities, older adults, and individuals with chronic conditions. She also serves as a grant reviewer for the Ministry of Higher Education. Dr Tuti is Past Chairperson of the Malaysian Dental Deans Council and is a member of the Malaysian Dental Council.
	Building Public Health Leaders through DPH Specialist Training: The Malaysian Experience
	Dental Public Health (DPH) specialist training should contribute not only to specialist qualification, but also to the development of leaders who can strengthen oral health systems. In Malaysia, DPH specialist training follows a 1+3 pathway comprising a one-year Master in Dental Public Health followed by a three-year Doctorate in Dental Public Health within the nationally recognised postgraduate dental specialty framework. This presentation reflects on the Malaysian experience and considers how DPH specialist training can be positioned as a pathway for leadership development in policy, services, research, and education. The Master phase provides grounding in public health principles, epidemiology, and research methods, while the doctoral phase strengthens more advanced competencies in programme planning, evaluation, scholarship, and service leadership. The Malaysian experience suggests that the public health value of DPH specialist training lies not only in producing specialists, but also in preparing professionals who can respond to priorities such as inequity, population ageing, and stronger health system integration.
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	Caries Prevention in Children and Adolescents: Innovations and Policy Implications
	2 October · 10:15–11:45 · Grand Ballroom

	Professor Dr. Zamros Yuzadi Mohd Yusof
	Universiti Malaya, Malaysia
	Dr. Zamros Yuzadi Mohd Yusof is Professor of Dental Public Health at the Faculty of Dentistry, Universiti Malaya. He holds a Bachelor of Dental Surgery from Queen's University Belfast, a master's degree from University College London, and a Diploma in Dental Public Health from the Royal College of Surgeons of England, and completed his PhD at Universiti Malaya after eight years with the NHS UK. His research spans the social determinants of oral health, the burden of oral disease, and the impact of community interventions and policy on oral health and well-being. He has spent much of his career working with schools and communities to prevent caries and promote oral health among children and adolescents, collaborating closely with the Ministry of Health's Oral Health Programme. His work includes strengthening preschool and rural school oral health programmes and developing a smartphone app for secondary schoolchildren. He is active in postgraduate supervision and publishes widely in peer-reviewed journals.
	Advancing Oral Health among Adolescents: Impact of the MySmile® App in Community School Settings
	Children's oral health remains a fundamental aspect of overall well-being, affecting not only physical health but also psychosocial health, learning, quality of life, and future success. Over the past twenty years, evidence-based research has provided valuable insights into how early prevention, behavioural modification, and community engagement can help reduce caries and gum disease, and improve children's oral health. In this lecture, three evidence-based interventions for preschool, primary school, and adolescent populations will be briefly mentioned, followed by detailed presentation of the development and evaluation of The MySmile® app for secondary schoolchildren. The app was developed using a user-centred approach and co-designed with input from adolescents to complement the School Dental Service (SDS). We evaluated its effectiveness through a cluster-randomised controlled trial involving secondary schoolchildren in Perak, with follow-ups at 4 and 12 weeks. The findings indicate that co-designed digital behavioural interventions can improve adolescents' preventive practices, oral hygiene, gum health, and caries-prevention efforts at the population level. Policy implications for scaling digital health within national programmes will be highlighted.
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	Caries Prevention in Children and Adolescents: Innovations and Policy Implications
	2 October · 10:15–11:45 · Grand Ballroom

	Dr. Flora Chan Wai Ling
	Society of Preventive Dentistry of Hong Kong
	BIOGRAPHY

	Dr. Flora Chan is a private dental practitioner in Hong Kong and Chief Executive Officer of an NGO providing special care dentistry services. She holds a Bachelor of Dental Surgery from the University of Hong Kong, a Master of Science in Community Dentistry, and a PhD from HKU's Department of Applied Oral Sciences and Community Dental Care, and is a Higher Trainee in Community Dentistry with the College of Dental Surgeons of Hong Kong. She has served as a Councillor of the Hong Kong Dental Association since 2019, chairing its Oral Health Education and Service Committee and its Women Dentists Committee, and is President of the Hong Kong Society of Preventive Dentistry. She previously led the establishment of a new dental hygienist course at the Vocational Training Council. Dr Chan also sits on the expert panel of the Hong Kong Primary Care Reference Framework and the Oral Disease Commission of the Asia Pacific Dental Federation, contributing regionally to community and preventive dentistry.
	ABSTRACT

	From Research to Routine: The Evolution of Outreach Dental Care for Caries Prevention in Hong Kong Preschool Children and the Transition to a Government-Integrated Programme
	According to Hong Kong's 2021 territory-wide Oral Health Survey, caries prevalence among 5-year-olds was 41.6%, down from 55% (2011) and 60% (2001) — attributable to government policies including water fluoridation, kindergarten oral health education, and the School Dental Care Service, alongside outreach programmes using Silver Diamine Fluoride (SDF) to arrest Early Childhood Caries (ECC). Beginning as a small university research project funded by government grants in 2008, the outreach service expanded to 50 kindergartens (2010–2013) then 100 (2013–2016) via competitive research funding and industry support, becoming territory-wide in 2019 when the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust funded the Jockey Club Children Oral Health Project (JCCOHP), extending coverage to over 900 kindergartens. Beyond screening and intervention, it incorporates oral health education for long-term reductions in caries prevalence. Having demonstrated its effectiveness, the JCCOHP concluded at the end of the 2025–2026 school year; the Department of Health then launched the Outreach Oral Health Programme for Pre-school Children (OOHP) in September 2026, adopting the same delivery model — transitioning outreach dental services and oral health education into a recurrent government measure, overseen by the Department of Health and delivered by a panel of NGOs each operating at least one dental clinic. The presenter has been part of this journey as an outreach dentist, a researcher on SDF's effectiveness in managing ECC, CEO of an OOHP-participating NGO, and President of the Society of Preventive Dentistry of Hong Kong. Hong Kong's experience shows how clinical evidence and philanthropic investment can drive lasting policy change, embedding preventive preschool dental care into the public health system as a model for sustainable, community-based caries prevention. Next steps, emerging challenges, and new opportunities — including for children with special needs — will also be discussed.
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	Caries Prevention in Children and Adolescents: Innovations and Policy Implications
	2 October · 10:15–11:45 · Grand Ballroom

	Dr. Irene Adyatmaka
	Christian Maranatha University, Indonesia
	Dr. Irene Adyatmaka, DDS, PhD, is a public health dentist and preventive dentistry expert with an international profile in oral health leadership. She is Director of the Global Oral Health Interest Group at the Consortium of Universities for Global Health (CUGH), Secretary for International Affairs of the Indonesian Dental Association (PB PDGI), and Senior Researcher at Universitas Indonesia. Her contributions to preventive dentistry include developing Dental Immunisation, a preventive oral healthcare model granted Intellectual Property Rights, and the Irene Donut Caries Risk Simulator, an evidence-based caries-risk assessment tool for preschool children. Her doctoral research on school-based caries prevention was adopted as national oral health policy by Indonesia's Ministry of Health, and she has been an invited speaker at international forums including Harvard University, King's College London, and IADR.
	The Next Challenge in Caries Prevention: From Evidence to Implementation — Operationalizing School-Based Caries Prevention in Indonesia
	Over the past decades, substantial progress has been made in identifying effective strategies for preventing dental caries in children and adolescents. Many countries have translated this evidence into national policies and school oral health programmes. However, successful implementation at scale remains a major challenge. Using Indonesia as a case study, this presentation explores the transition from evidence and policy to routine implementation of school-based caries prevention. Indonesia has established national policies supporting preventive oral health in schools, yet translating policy into consistent daily practice across diverse settings requires more than clinical evidence alone. The presentation will discuss key implementation challenges, including workforce readiness, stakeholder engagement, programme standardization, monitoring, and sustainability. It will also share practical lessons on how preventive interventions can be integrated into existing school health systems while remaining adaptable to local contexts. The future of caries prevention depends not only on discovering effective interventions but also on implementing them consistently, sustainably, and at scale. Indonesia's experience highlights the importance of implementation science as the next frontier in preventive dentistry and offers practical insights that may be applicable to other countries in the Asia-Pacific region.
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	Transforming Preventive Dentistry through Digital Health Technologies
	2 October · 10:15–11:45 · Vista 1 & 2

	Professor Dr. Ollie Yiru Yu
	The University of Hong Kong
	Dr. Ollie Yu is the Assistant Dean in Knowledge Exchange and a Clinical Assistant Professor in Cariology at the Faculty of Dentistry, The University of Hong Kong. She holds fellowships from several professional colleges (FDS RCSEd; FDS RCS Eng; FDS RCPS(Glasg); FHEA; FICD). Dr Yu has been recognized as one of the World's Top 2% scientists on the Stanford/Elsevier List and has authored over 90 articles in peer-reviewed international journals. Her team has presented more than 40 studies at international conferences and received multiple prestige awards such as the IADR Innovation in Oral Care Award, IADR Colgate Research in Prevention Travel Award, IADR Cariology Research Group Award, AAPD Outstanding Researcher Award, IADR-SEA Research Category Award, and SEAADE Innovation Award. She serves as Assistant Specialty Chief Editor of Frontiers in Oral Health, and is an editorial board member of BMC Oral Health and Scientific Reports. She also serves as the Vice President of the Society of Preventive Dentistry of Hong Kong. She has been invited to deliver lectures and workshops at international and regional conferences. Her clinical and research interests focus on caries detection, minimal intervention dentistry, and digital dentistry and artificial intelligence for caries control.
	How AI is Shaping the Future of Primary Dental Disease Prevention
	The high prevalence of preventable oral diseases highlights the limitations of traditional, treatment-oriented dental care. Artificial intelligence (AI) offers an opportunity for a paradigm shift, moving the focus from reactive intervention to proactive prevention. By leveraging machine learning, AI analyzes vast datasets such as clinical images, health records, behavioral patterns, and lifestyle factors to generate highly accurate, personalized data for risk assessments. This data-driven approach enables targeted preventive interventions tailored to individual needs. This evolution promises not only to improve oral health outcomes but also to reduce long-term healthcare costs by prioritizing health maintenance. This lecture will explore AI's key applications and impact in primary dental disease prevention. Additionally, the current barriers of clinical implementation, including ethical and integration challenges, and future perspectives for AI-driven preventive oral healthcare will be discussed.
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	Transforming Preventive Dentistry through Digital Health Technologies
	2 October · 10:15–11:45 · Vista 1 & 2

	Associate Professor Dr. Hoang Trong Hung
	Pham Ngoc Thach University of Medicine, Vietnam
	Dr. Hoang Trong Hung, DDS, MSc, PhD, FICD, is Vice-Dean, Faculty of Dentistry, and Director, Oral Health Academic Center, at Pham Ngoc Thach University of Medicine, Vietnam. He currently serves as Regent of Vietnam ICD Region 31, Vice-President of the Vietnam Odonto-Stomatological Association (VOSA), Vice-President of the Ho Chi Minh City Odonto-Stomatological Association (HOSA), Immediate Past President of the IADR Southeast Asia Division and Councilor of the Southeast Asia Association for Dental Education (SEAADE). He obtained his DDS in 1995, MSc in 2003, and PhD in 2017. His main research interests include oral disease epidemiology, preventive dentistry, behavioral sciences in oral health, and dental education. More recently, his work has expanded into digital and AI innovations in public health dentistry, including the development of VOSER, SegmentAnyTooth, and AI-driven models for caries detection and orthodontic assessment. He has been an invited speaker at numerous national and international conferences and has received several international awards for his scientific contributions.
	Digital Tech & AI in Preventive Dentistry: Perspectives from Contemporary Dental Education Curriculum
	Digital technology and artificial intelligence (AI) are redefining preventive dentistry and transforming how future dentists must be trained. This lecture discusses how contemporary dental curricula should integrate digital tools and AI-driven approaches to strengthen risk-based, early, and personalized prevention. From AI-assisted caries detection and predictive analytics to digital epidemiology and teledentistry, emerging technologies enable more accurate diagnosis, better risk stratification, and data-informed decision-making. However, meaningful impact depends on structured curricular integration — not merely technological exposure. Drawing on regional curriculum innovation experiences, the lecture outlines key competency domains: digital literacy, AI-supported clinical reasoning, preventive care planning frameworks (e.g., risk-based models), data ethics, and interprofessional collaboration — especially in managing non-communicable diseases. Aligned with the WHO Oral Health Action Plan 2030, this session emphasizes that AI in preventive dentistry represents a paradigm shift in education. The future preventive dentist must be digitally competent, ethically grounded, and system-oriented to lead sustainable oral health transformation.
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	Transforming Preventive Dentistry through Digital Health Technologies
	2 October · 10:15–11:45 · Vista 1 & 2

	Professor Emeritus Dr. Rosnah Md Zain
	MAHSA University, Malaysia
	Professor Emeritus Dr. Rosnah Zain is a clinician-scientist specialising in oral pathology and oral medicine, with a research focus on oral mucosal lesions and oral cancer. She has contributed to the standardisation of diagnostic criteria, early detection strategies, and translational research in oral oncology, and in recent years has led work integrating digital technologies and artificial intelligence into oral cancer screening, diagnosis and education, including AI-driven mobile-based screening platforms. A former Dean of the Faculty of Dentistry at both Universiti Malaya (2010–2014) and MAHSA University (2017–2023), she currently serves as Deputy Vice Chancellor (Research, Innovation & Enterprise) at MAHSA University, and was conferred the title of Professor Emeritus from University of Malaya in December 2024.
	Digital Health Technologies for Early Detection of Oral Cancer: Opportunities, Challenges and Future Directions
	Oral cancer remains a major global health challenge, with high morbidity and mortality largely resulting from delayed diagnosis. Although the oral cavity is readily accessible for examination, many patients continue to present with advanced disease, particularly in low- and middle-income countries where access to specialist care is limited. Early recognition of oral potentially malignant disorders (OPMDs) and early oral cancer remains the key strategy for improving patient outcomes. Advances in digital health technologies are creating new opportunities to support prevention, facilitate earlier detection, and improve access to timely care. This presentation provides an overview of how digital technologies are transforming oral cancer prevention and early detection. Smartphone-based intraoral imaging, tele-dentistry, artificial intelligence (AI), digital pathology, cloud-based referral systems, and mobile health (mHealth) applications are improving screening, referral, diagnosis, and follow-up care. These technologies can support more consistent clinical decision-making, strengthen referral pathways, and extend specialist expertise to underserved communities. Using examples from Malaysia and the ASEAN region, the presentation will further highlight how digital innovations are being applied to community screening and clinical practice. It will also discuss key challenges, including technology validation, ethical and regulatory considerations, digital inequity, and workforce readiness. Finally, future developments such as integrated digital health systems, predictive analytics, digital biomarkers, and precision prevention will be explored. Used responsibly alongside evidence-based clinical practice, digital health technologies have the potential to strengthen preventive dentistry, promote earlier detection, and improve outcomes for patients with oral cancer.
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	Advancing Oral Health Literacy and Population Health
	2 October · 13:45–15:15 · Grand Ballroom

	Associate Professor Dr. Wong Mun Loke
	National University of Singapore
	Dr. Wong Mun Loke is Associate Professor and has been involved in dental education for over two decades. He is Vice Dean (Education) at the Faculty of Dentistry, National University of Singapore, where he oversees the design, planning and review of the Bachelor of Dental Surgery curriculum, and teaches undergraduate Dental Public Health and Behavioural Science. His interests centre on applying preventive dentistry and behavioural science in clinical practice to promote oral health. At the postgraduate level, he played an instrumental role in developing the Graduate Diploma in Geriatric Dentistry, launched in 2019, and serves as a Council Member of the South East Asia Dental Education Association (SEAADE). He is also active in advancing inter-professional education in healthcare training, contributing to the communication courses in NUS's Common Curriculum for Health Professional Education, which spans Medicine, Nursing, Pharmacy and Dentistry. In his current role as Associate Provost (Integrated Education), he works on how formal and informal curricula can complement each other to enhance students' holistic educational experience across the University.
	Oral Health Literacy and its Value Proposition for Oral Health Promotion
	Dental caries and periodontal disease remain the two most common oral diseases which affect the population. Poor oral health can exert a significant impact on the overall wellbeing of individuals. The promotion of oral health and prevention of oral diseases is therefore pivotal in helping individuals and populations embrace holistic health. Oral health literacy is an important part of overarching public health strategies to promote oral health. This presentation revisits the concept of oral health literacy, highlights its value in the context of oral health promotion and key considerations in advancing oral health literacy among individuals and populations.
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	Advancing Oral Health Literacy and Population Health
	2 October · 13:45–15:15 · Grand Ballroom

	Dr. Melissa Adiatman
	Universitas Indonesia
	BIOGRAPHY

	Dr. Melissa Adiatman, PhD, in the Department of Dental Public Health and Preventive Dentistry, Faculty of Dentistry, Universitas Indonesia. She holds a PhD in Oral Health Promotion from Tokyo Medical and Dental University, Japan, where her research focused on geriatric oral health, recognised with the IADR's J. Morita Junior Investigator Award for Geriatric Oral Research. Her work spans oral health promotion, gerodontology, preventive and behavioural dentistry, oral health literacy, epidemiology, and health services research, with recent work addressing healthy ageing, access to essential oral healthcare, and the integration of oral health into broader health systems. She is Past President of the Asian Academy of Preventive Dentistry (2025–2026) and current Chair of the Indonesian Association of Dental Public Health and Preventive Dentistry.
	ABSTRACT

	From Information to Action: Oral Health Literacy for Healthier Populations in the Digital Age
	Oral health literacy is increasingly recognized as an important determinant of oral health and a foundation for effective prevention. Beyond the ability to read or understand health information, contemporary health literacy encompasses the capacity to access, understand, critically appraise, and use information and services to make appropriate health decisions. Importantly, these abilities are shaped not only by individuals, but also by the responsiveness of healthcare organizations, communities, and information environments. Evidence increasingly links oral health literacy with preventive behaviours, healthcare utilization, and oral health outcomes across the life course. Recent findings among independent older adults in Indonesia using the Health Literacy in Dentistry-29 (HeLD-29) similarly demonstrate associations between oral health literacy, sociodemographic characteristics, oral health behaviours, and clinical oral health status. Such findings reinforce the need to move beyond conventional health education towards communication and services that enable people to translate knowledge into action. The digital environment adds a new dimension to this challenge. Social media provides unprecedented access to oral health information while simultaneously exposing populations to misinformation, commercial influence, and content of variable quality. Emerging concepts such as social media oral health literacy, and instruments including the Social Media Oral Health Literacy Questionnaire (SMOHLQ), emphasize the ability to access and understand digital information, critically assess its credibility, and determine whether it should influence behaviour. This presentation proposes an adapted translational framework — Access, Understand, Appraise, Act and Enable — for translating oral health literacy into population health. It will explore practical opportunities through professional communication, community-based prevention, digital platforms, and health-literate services. In alignment with the WHO Global Oral Health Action Plan 2023–2030, strengthening oral health literacy should be viewed not merely as patient education, but as a strategic component of prevention, equity, primary healthcare, and healthier populations.
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	Advancing Oral Health Literacy and Population Health
	2 October · 13:45–15:15 · Grand Ballroom

	Dr. Habibah Yaacob
	Oral Health Programme, Ministry of Health Malaysia
	Dr. Habibah Yacob is a Consultant Dental Public Health Specialist and currently serves as the Director of the Oral Health Policy and Strategic Planning Division, Oral Health Programme, Ministry of Health Malaysia. She obtained her Bachelor of Dental Surgery degree in 1993 and a Master of Community Medicine (Oral Health) in 2006 from Universiti Sains Malaysia. With extensive experience in dental public health, epidemiology, health systems research, and biostatistics, Dr. Habibah has played a pivotal role in strengthening evidence-based oral health policy and strategic planning in Malaysia. Among her notable achievements are the development and validation of the Malaysia Oral Health Literacy Index and related training modules, which have strengthened the assessment and promotion of oral health literacy at the population level. Her current work focuses on the formulation, implementation, and evaluation of the National Oral Health Policy and Plan for Malaysia 2021–2030, the Action Plan for the Oral Health Programme 2026–2030, and the integration of evidence-based, person-centered, and equity-oriented approaches to oral health service delivery.
	Advancing Oral Health Literacy and Population Health
	Oral health literacy plays a critical role in improving population health by empowering individuals to understand, access, and utilize dental care effectively. This paper explores strategies to advance oral health literacy through education, community engagement, and healthcare integration. Emphasizing the importance of clear communication and culturally sensitive approaches, it highlights how enhanced literacy can lead to better prevention, early detection, and management of oral diseases. The paper also discusses policy initiatives and collaborative efforts needed to reduce disparities in oral health outcomes across diverse populations. By promoting oral health literacy, communities can achieve improved overall health, reduced healthcare costs, and enhanced quality of life.
	18ᵗʰ ICAAPD 2026
	INVITED SPEAKER BIOGRAPHY & ABSTRACT
	SYMPOSIUM 6



	Preventive Dentistry for Ageing Population: Ensuring Quality of Life and Independence
	2 October · 13:45–15:15 · Vista 1 & 2

	Professor Dr. Sri Susilawati
	Universitas Padjadjaran, Indonesia
	BIOGRAPHY

	Dr. Sri Susilawati, drg., M.Kes, is Professor of Dental Public Health at the Faculty of Dentistry, Universitas Padjadjaran. Her research interests encompass preventive dentistry, community oral health, and their association with quality of life, with a primary focus on school-aged children and older adults as target populations. These research findings have been published in international/national journals, presented at scientific conferences and academic forums, and have contributed to the publication of several reference books. She is currently undertaking research on the development of a digital application utilizing machine learning algorithms for the early detection of tooth loss among older adults based on identified risk factors. Beyond research activities, her involvement extends to the development of the National Oral Health Plan and the formulation of national oral health policy documents. She is engaged in community service initiatives, including the delivery of oral health education programs for older adults through various media platforms. She plays an active role in the development of national competency standards for dentists and serves as Chair of the Quality and Accreditation Division of the Indonesian Dental Association.
	ABSTRACT

	Preventive Dentistry for Older Adults: Aligning Oral Health with Indonesia's Health Transformation
	Indonesia is experiencing a rapid demographic transition, with a steadily growing older adult population that has increased the demand for comprehensive oral healthcare. Recent findings from the Indonesian Health Survey and the National Free Health Check/Screening Program reveal a substantial burden of oral diseases among older adults, particularly dental caries, periodontal disease, tooth loss, and unmet treatment needs, all of which significantly affect nutrition, systemic health, functional ability, and quality of life. Recognizing these challenges, Indonesia's National Oral Health Action Plan 2026–2030 has established a target to ensure that at least 50% of the population, including older adults, has access to essential oral healthcare services. Aligned with Indonesia's Health Transformation Agenda, achieving optimal oral health among older adults is guided by four strategic pillars, including health promotion and disease prevention, strengthening oral healthcare services, governance, workforce development and sustainable financing, as well as health information systems and research. Implementation of this strategy has been driven by strong collaboration among government agencies, professional organizations, universities, healthcare providers, schools, communities, and other stakeholders. This collaborative approach has strengthened the integration of preventive oral healthcare into primary healthcare services and community-based oral health programmes, fostering shared responsibility for improving oral health outcomes among older adults. Strengthening preventive dentistry through integrated health system transformation represents a sustainable pathway towards improving oral health among older adults. Indonesia's experience offers valuable insights into how prevention-oriented policies and multisectoral collaboration can strengthen oral health systems and support healthy ageing.
	18ᵗʰ ICAAPD 2026


	Preventive Dentistry for Ageing Population: Ensuring Quality of Life and Independence
	2 October · 13:45–15:15 · Vista 1 & 2

	Professor Dr. Michelle Segarra
	University of the Philippines College of Dentistry
	Dr. Michelle Segarra is Professor and Dean of the University of the Philippines College of Dentistry, where she has been a faculty member since 1992. She holds a PhD in Dental Sciences (Cariology and Operative Dentistry) from Tokyo Medical and Dental University, completed under Professor Junji Tagami, and her research centres on optical coherence tomography for diagnosing enamel cracks, alongside work on calcium phosphate technologies and fluoride for remineralisation, preventive dentistry, and teeth whitening. She has been in private general dental practice since 1992, with a focus on adhesive restorations and paediatric patients, and lectures widely on cariology, adhesive dentistry and preventive dentistry.
	Caring for Oral Health and Improving the Quality of Life Among the Elderly in the Philippines
	2025 data shows that there are 10.9 million senior citizens (60 years old and above) in the Philippines. This is 9.6% of the country's 113.7 million population. The Philippines is approaching an aging society and it is predicted that there will be 23.7 million elderly by 2050. It is thus important that the Philippines set up programs for the oral health of the aging population. Common health problems among the elderly include periodontal diseases, root caries, dry mouth, tooth loss and dentures, oral cancer among others, which are compounded by limited access to dental care and financial constraints. Data from the Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia in 2019 shows that 32% of older Filipinos suffer from complete tooth loss, with the rate climbing higher among older individuals; only 60% of those with no remaining teeth have dentures; and many elderly, especially those who are institutionalized, have high rates of untreated caries. A published study in 2024 shows that periodontal disease affects 83.58% of Filipinos aged 65 to 74. As poor oral health affects quality of life, the government and private sectors including dental academic institutions are setting up programs and interventions to improve the elderly population's quality of life. The inclusion of oral health services in the Universal Health Care (UHC) Act (Republic Act 11223) and alliances between organizations such as the National Commission of Senior Citizens (NCSC) and the Philippine Dental Organizations will ensure that oral healthcare is integrated into overall health towards elderly well-being. Accessibility and awareness programs are being advocated. In the academic setting, geriatric dentistry and special care dentistry have been integrated in the undergraduate dental curriculum since 2018. This brief presentation will discuss in detail the oral health status of the elderly in the Philippines and the actions being done to improve their oral health and their quality of life.
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	Preventive Dentistry for Ageing Population: Ensuring Quality of Life and Independence
	2 October · 13:45–15:15 · Vista 1 & 2

	Professor Dr. Youn-Hee Choi
	Kyungpook National University, Korea — President, KAPDOH
	Dr. Youn-Hee Choi is Professor and Dean at Kyungpook National University School of Dentistry, Republic of Korea, and President of the Korean Academy of Preventive Dentistry and Oral Health. She holds a PhD in Epidemiology from the University of South Carolina, USA, and a PhD/MPH in Public Health from Yonsei University, Korea. Her research focuses on the epidemiological links between oral disease and systemic health, with particular emphasis on aging populations, oral frailty, and cognitive function, drawing on large-scale national oral health surveys and health insurance data. She is active in international professional organisations including the FDI World Dental Federation, and has received national recognition for her contributions to public oral health, including honours from Korea's Disease Control and Prevention Agency.
	Oral Frailty and Hypofunction in Korea's Super-Aging Society: Current Status and Perspective
	Korea, like many countries worldwide, has entered a super-aging society, with a rapidly growing older population and rising socioeconomic burden. Remarkably, Korea reached an aging society (7% of the population aged 65 or older) in 2000, and is projected to transition from an aged society (14%) to a super-aged society in just 7–8 years — an unprecedented pace in human history. This rapid demographic shift underscores the urgent need to address factors that influence health and functional independence in later life. Oral frailty and oral hypofunction have recently been defined as important clinical conditions reflecting declines in oral function. These conditions are closely associated with general frailty and systemic health, and have become key determinants of healthy aging and quality of life. Maintaining oral function is therefore essential for preventing frailty and supporting active and independent living among older adults. From a broader perspective, concepts such as anti-aging and healthy longevity have gained increasing attention. Preventing oral frailty is emerging as a key component of these strategies, contributing not only to maintaining oral function but also to promoting overall functional health and longevity. Effective prevention requires not only individual efforts but also comprehensive approaches at the community and national levels. In particular, integrated strategies within public oral health, along with active involvement of dental professionals, including dentists and dental hygienists, are essential to manage and prevent oral functional decline in a super-aging society. Addressing oral frailty and hypofunction through multidisciplinary and population-based strategies is therefore crucial for supporting healthy aging, preserving functional independence, and improving quality of life among older adults in Korea's rapidly aging society.
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